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for Teacher Librarian during the past seven years about their learning commons plans and imple-
mentation. The TL editors report on the findings and the progress being made with learning
COMLIMONS.
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Ryan Steele, principal of Christie Elementary School in Plano, Texas, provides an enthusiastic
and colorful report of his school’s embrace of the learning commons concept and practice. It is
especially noteworthy that Steele and his administrator colleagues were the force behind the

change.
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Leanne Ellis and Melissa Jacobs Israel provide an interesting look at The New York City School
Library System (NYCSLS), a state-funded organization comprised of six teacher librarians with
school library certification, as well as educational administrative degrees. NYCSLS’s mandate is
to provide professional development services, offer grant and networking opportunities, host
conferences, and facilitate communication among school library professionals. The goal of this
work is to create systemic change by building high-quality school library programs in the largest
district in the country—servicing 1.1 million students in New York City.
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Mary Jo Heller and Aarene Storms explain the benefits of public and school library collaboration
through their very popular “Sex in the Library" presentations and publications. They also address
many issues related to selecting and acquiring teen literature with sexual content, from both a

public library and school library perspective
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Lekha Duvvoori, a remarkable ninth grade student at York School (Monterey, CA), reports on her
and her family’s ongoing effort to provide books and library services to an impoverished elemen-
tary school in rural South India. Lekha’s story should be an inspiration to all of us.
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and expected popularity with teens. Top Shelf Fiction selects the years' best fiction for middle

school students.
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NOTEBOOK

Year of the Learning
Commons

David V. Loertscher and Elizabeth “Betty” Marcoux

— @6 TEACHER LIBRARIAN 42:3

n this issue of Teacher Librarian, we

announce the Year of the Learning

Commons that begins in April of
2015 and ends in May of 2016.

This initiative invites everyone interested in any aspect of the learning com-
mons concept to celebrate, present, write, advocate for, and demonstrate
how the transformed school library moves toward the center of teaching and

learning in the school. Check out the website at:
https://Sites.google.com/site/yearofthelearningcommons

Transforming the traditional school library that is the center of resources
and consumption into a vibrant center of knowledge creation, creativity, in-
quiry, and the center of high tech information and experimentation is a won-
der to behold. As the transformation happens in schools we have visited, a
whole new sense of excitement and interest arises from students, teachers,
administrators, and the community. It becomes a model worth advocating for
as this century of rich information and technology marches on.

Drs. Loertscher and Marcoux examine the state of the Learning Commons
(LC) through their recent survey results. They report on what is happening
presently in terms of the Learning Commons and offer suggestions for future
work as a Learning Commons. The examples they offer can be customized as
well as emulated when looking at your own Learning Commons. This feature
article is followed by an elementary school’s journey to become a Learning
Commons. It is colorful, interesting, and full of amazing ideas about how to
develop your own LC.

Of course any LC can’t materialize without the partnerships and collabora-
tion of many constituencies. This is not only evident in the aformentioned
article by Steele, but reinforced emphatically by the subsequent article. Ellis
and Jacobs-Israel talk about the New York School Library System and the
benefits they receive as a unit rather than as individuals. They work under a
mandate to not only provide relevant professional development offerings, but

also work concertedly on communication with each other.




Collaboration is something that Heller
and Storms talk about both in their article
and when they present information to var-
ious audiences. They talk about a touchy
subject and an especially vulnerable popu-
lation - sex content and teens. What they
have to say really helps when examining
literature for its value and perspective.

Duvvoori, a freshman student, talks
about how her world was enlarged even as
she was working with an impoverished el-
ementary school in rural south India, pro-
viding books and library services to stu-

dents. Basically, she starts with nothing

and goes forward from there, a lesson we
all can learn.

In this issue we provide you with a
couple of articles that present VOYA's top
books that have been reviewed throughout
the preceding year. What a wonderful in-
centive to add many of these to your col-
lection development agenda.

Dr. Loertscher is dedicating his “What
Works" column to the Year of the Learning
Commons. He explores what is happen-
ing in Finland and perceptively suggests
that these and other ideas are totally pos-
sible in your school. The poster graphically

That is the bottom line.

complements his column. Kurti introduces
his new column this month about Maker-
spaces, a concept that fits very well with
the concept of a Learning Commons. Dr.
Marcoux addresses devices that can help
you with your thoughts on how to move
learning forward. Lamb’s App and Sofi-

ware review column presents a wealth of

sites and software to engage your students
and yourselves.

This issue's “From the Brain Trust” col-
umn features veteran educator and expert,

Dr. Blanche Woolls, who encourages us to

move forward in all that we do, in spite of

challenges.

Programs are constantly under devel-
opment. From “traditional” to “non-tra-
ditional™ activities of a school library, the
student needs to be engaged and learning.
We believe this

issue will help you move in this direction.

ITE FOR TEACHER LIBRARIAN!

The editors of Teacher Librarian welcome original manuscripts on any aspect of library
services for children and young adults that will contribute to excellence in programs and
improved support for their delivery. We are committed to collaborative partnerships for
improved student learning through thought-provoking and challenging feature articles,
strategies for effective advocacy, and critical analysis of management and programming issues
We invite you to share your knowledge, expertise, or research with the Teacher-Librarian
readership and the greater teacher librarian community. We encourage articles from both
practitioners and library educators. Submissions will be considered for publication only if they
have not been published previously and they are not under active consideration by another
journal. Articles usually range in length from 2000 to 3500 words, but can be longer or shorter
depending upon the needs of the topic.
For more information about submission and author guidelines, please visit our website www.

teacherlibrarian.com. Click on the “Submissions” tab at the top of the page.
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