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" Puring the past nine vears interest in-re-
search. in the school library media area, as
vell as in-other parts of librgrianship. has
increased, This is. evident front the attend-
ance at national, state, and local research fo-
rums and conferences, the number of re-
search articles being published in standard

Library journals, and other related research .
activities that have focused onlibrary services.

to children:and voung people. The 18980
ALA Yegrkook provides further evidence of
the increase in the quantity of research in li-
. brarianship while pointing out the reductions
that are occurring in federal and private
fending for library vescarch.*
A number of lactors appear to bave influ-
enced this growth, First. more practitioners

Shirley L. Aaron iva member of the library science
[aenlty al Florida State University, Tallshuse-.
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are beginning to regard reséarch as a systeni-

* atic means for providing objective data to jus-
tify the need for their school library media
program, and for developing effective ways
of offering services to students and others in
an educational setting. Other pessible factors
contributing to this emphasis on research in-
clude:i{1) that library [aculty members must
publish scholarly works in order to maintain
or improve their academic status, (2} that

baselige data are badly needed in$imes of -

reducgd budgets and increased inftation.? (3)
that a pusnber of federal fellowships have be-
come available for advanced study in librari-

" anshipy, and (4) that doctoral degrees are now -

being offered by many library education pro-
grams,

As more research is generated through
these ehannels, one of the real problemts. ac-

cording to Boaz, is the lack of information

about mhat research has already been done.*

In an effort to provide some control of this
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‘Eberhard' focused on district-level media

programs. Hardin's study dealt with the es-
tablishment of guidelines to aid in the devel-
opment of school district-level media cen-
ters. She used on-site visits to selected district
mediaprograms and interviews to gain infor-
mation and develop tentative guidelines. The
tentative guidelines were then submitted to a

.group of twenty-experts in the field for vali-

dation. Seventy-one of the se¥enty-four state-

ments in the guidelines reached or exceeded

the predetermined .05 level of significance.
Eberhard’s study was designed to provide a

" comparison: of the development of sehoo! Ii-:

brary media centers with and without district <
school media directers in Kansas from 1966 to /.
1972. She sent a questionnaire to principals,
teachers. elementary school media librari-
ans, and district media directors at selected
sites. Major [indings indicated that districts
with media directors were found to offer
more professional services to individual

“scheol centers and to have a greater number

of centralized district services. Thase without
district media directors provided more books

* per pupil, more clerical contact hours, and
~more hours of accessibility to the center.

The next three studies investigated the de-
velopment of various parts of the media pro-
gram at the state level. Through a question-
naire, Taylor explored the progress that had
been made since 1960 in providing instruc-

. tional nenprint media programs in state edu-

cation agencies.'® He found that 86 percent of
thqs’tates reported having an organizational
unit concerned with nonprint media, and
there was a doubling of personnel since 1960.
In- addition, ‘most state apencies provided
continuing edudation opportunities-and did
consulting in thisarea.

Hall'* and Rankin used the historical

. methodology in their studies to trace the de-

velopment of educational media and scheol -
libraries in two states. In both Investigations,
factors encouraging growth were identified,
and problems related to development” were
indicated. . )
The next two studies examined schoal me-
dia development in other countries. Haidar's

" study was intended to provide a design for the

. futurg-development of school libraries in the

state of Kuwait through'a model based upon
the aceds of the state.'® Jamin focused his in-
vestigration on the development of educa-

~tinnal media services in Malavsia from 1857

throngh 1972 when there was a new educa-
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tiondirpolicy and great strides were being
made in educational progress in the coun®
try.!% Through document analysis, he ascer-
tained the factors that influenced the devel-
opmerit of educational media services and
then made recommendations for a higher
level of development in this area.

Barron's dissertation is the only one that
dealt with planning during the time period
covered by this review.!” He examined the
status ipf planning for school library media
prograens in Florida during a three-vear pe-
riod by analyzing the District Comprehen-
sive Educational Plans submitted during
1973-%6 to the Florida Department of Edu-
cation Major findings indicated that, in most
cases, systernatic planning of programs had
not ben conducted by the school library me-
dia spécialists in Florida. Further, the plans
develaped did not reflect any major attempts
to follgw directions outlined by the library or

- education professions. Ner did the plans indi-

cate any fundamental changes in the role and
purposes of library and media programs dur-
ing the next five vears.

Organization of the Progrem. Two aspects
of organization dre considered in this section,
One deals with organization of programs at
the local and district levels. The other focuses
on organization of materials, especially
througl: the examination of centralized pro-
cessing.

Leeper'® and Hayes™ conducted compara-
tive studies of the effects of traditional and
open tedia centers in elementary schools.
Leeper found that media programs in open-
space ichouls provided more services, had a
greate} percentage of aide time than tradi-
tional genters, received higher per-pupil sup-

- part, and had a more satisfactory facility as

iudged by media personnel. However, self-
contained media centers had more books and
were rore likely to have state-certified me-

- dia personnel.

Hayes was particularly interested | in
whether students in an open media center
had greater research skills than students in a
traditipnal media center. Through the use of
a utili zation questiennaire and a standard-
ized ti 5t on basic skills, she found that stu-
dentsin traditional centers scored higher on
the test, but students in the open centers uti-
lized respurces to a greater degree. Both
groups demonitrated a positive attitude to-
ward the media center, Nevertheless, media
utilization in both grroups was generally low.

School Lr’brﬁry Media Quarterly

literature, the present review of doctoral dis-
sertations dealing with school library media
programs and resources conducted between
January 1972 and Decemnber 1280 has been
written. It complements the surveys of re-
search presented by Lowrie® and by Aaron.®
The scope of this survey of dissertations has
heen limited to those doctoral studies dealing
with programs and resources, but not person-

el or Kbrary cooperation because of space -

limitations. A review of research relating to
school library media personné} and to studies
other than doctoral dissertations in scheof k-
brarianship will be presented in the forth-
comijng publication entitled School Library
Media— Focus 82. to be published by Li-
braries Unlimited. The decision to begin with
the 1972 time period rather than in 1976

when Barrgn completed his review of school -

library mediaresearch” was made in order to
analyze trends, issues, and- problems for a

longer time span to give a more accurate, less’

fragmented overview of the status of school
library media research. .

The studies included in this survey were
discovered through a computer search of var-
ious databases, such as ERIC, LISA, Maga-
zine Index, and Comprehensive Dissertation
Abstracts. Further manual searching was
done in Library Literature and Library Sci-
ence Dissertations: 1925-1972° to identify
studies that were not revealed through: other
mesns. ‘

As was the case in the 1972 review of re-
search, it is questionable that all available
doctoral dissertations that fall within the con-
fines of this review have been included be-
cause there is still a definite lack of biblio-
graphic control of research literature relating
to school librarianship. Nevertheless, an at-
tempt has been made to be as comprehensive
as possible in dealing évith dissertations that
focus on schaol library media programs and
rESOUTCEs. :

An examination of the doctoral disserta-
tions in these two areas performed fromJanu-
ary 1972 through December 1980 reveals that
151 studies have been completed. If these
were equajly divided on a yearly basis and
compared with those completed from 1967
through 1971, figures would show that more
than bwice as manyistudies were conducted
each year during thelater time period. How-
ever, hecause different methods were used to
generate the information contained in the
later survey, these figures should be used only
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Further examination of the
dissertations in the present survey
reveals that two out of three were
done outside library and/or
information science education '
programs, chiefly in schools of
education.

Other findings related to the influence of sex
and race on the use of each type of center.

Miller studied another@pproach to the or-
ganization and designof instructional mate-
rials centers.® In her dissertation, she at-
tempted to formulate ciitetia other than:
quantitative for the development of these
centers, Gagne’s learning principles were
used to develop this model of organization
and design. Media selection charts were de-
veloped from the model that could ereate
learning prescriptions of some exactness and
a checklist was devised that would determine
if learners’ needs were met by the instruc-
tiona! materials centers. The checklist was
sent to librarians and curriculum directors of
IMCs mentioned most frequently in the liter-
ature.

MeAllister examined the adjustments ad-
ministrators, teachers, and media specialists
mriust make in planning the structural and op-
erational changes necessary to comvert 4
school library inte an instructional media
center.® Her datawere gathered from a sam-
pling of principals, librarians, audigvisual
specialists, and teachers from seventy-three
public seaior high schools in Wisconsin who
reacted to two instruments focusing o strue-
tural and operational pattern characteristics.
From her findings, McAltister concluded that
instructional media centers may be maost suc-
cessfully implemented when educators are
aware of the perceptual adjustments re-
quired of all participants. C

The next six studies investigate various as-
pects of organization of materials at the local,
state, or national ledel. Williams' study ad-
dresses the feasibility of changing the classifi-
‘cation of library materials in the Chicago
public school libraries from the Dewey deci-
mal classification system to the Library of
Congress system, so that the school system
would have the same system used by “he Chi-
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to suggest broad trends and directions rather
than to make specific comparisons. Further
exarnination of the dissertations in the
preseat survey reveals that two out of thrée
were done outside library and/or information
science education programs, chiefly in
schools of education.

SCHOOL LIBRARY
MEDIA PROGRAMS

. &
“School library media programs” is a cate-
gory that focuses chiefly on the planaing, or?
ganization, budgeting, operation, and evalu-
atien of the program at the local, district, and
state levels. Arf examination of studies in this
category reveals that the major emphasis has
been placed on studies evaluating the pro-
gram and those concerned with the provisidn
of library media services in the schoot. The
study design most often used is the survey,
with questionnaires being employed most
frequently to gather data. .
Decelapment and Flanning of the Progrint.
Hellene's perception study?® is the first of seven
studies devoted to the development of schoeol
media programis. Shé sought to compare the
percepticns of principals, teachers, and li-
hrary media specialists about the behaviorsof
principals .in" schools with well-developed -
school library media programs versus those
with inadequately developed prograns.
Data were gathered through a questionnaire
administered to one-third of the elementary
and high schools and all of the junior high
schools in the state of Washington: Addi-
tional instruments were used to determine
the level of developmient in schools and to
meagure the behavior of principals. Some of
the major findings in this study were: (1}
pringipals - in  well-developed-program
schools rated higher in egablishing evalua-
tive procedures, integrating the program intc
the curriculum, encouraging use by both stu-
dents and faculty, providing flexible schedul-
ing, involving librarians in class activities,
encouraging teachers to use mediain individ-
ualizing the program, requiring all-day ser-
vice, involving librarians in curricalum plan-
ning, expeeting harmonious relationships,
developing prefessional libraries, working
for budgets, and specifying media program
needs; (2) the behavior of principals seemed
to be affected by grade level, size of schoal,
funding, amount of autonomy, and comma-
nity policies. - '
Investigations by  Hardin™ and by
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cago Public Library . The proposed plan de- * |
veloped as a result of thisstudy considered the
size, organizational patterm, and training to
perform the new tasks for lay and profes-
stonal personnel of the public schools, as well

as the necessary finances.

Simone also conducted a feasitbility
study. 2% Her purposes were (1) to develop and
test a research methodology for the analysis
of centralized processing centers and {2)-to
identify the optimal characteristics of a cen-
tralized processing center. A total of 104
questionnaires were sent to participanis in
forty-two public school districts, some iof
wheom had centralized processing centers and
some who did not. The researcher’s major
conclusions stated that there were two dis-
tinct advantages in establishing a centraliZed
processing center for Allegheny County In-
termediate No.3 a savings of $56.52 per item
and freeing librarians to work more with pa-
trons.

In their studies, Swift®* and Toms® exam-
ined organization of materials from a state-
wide point of view, Swift's purpose was to
determine the role that economic factors {es-
pecially unit cost) played in the decision to
centralize processing of media for public
schools in Washington Staté. She utilized 2
posttest-only contral-groupsdesign to collect
data from twenty-four randomly selected
school districts. The treatment, administered
to the experimental group, mvolved in-depth
reports to districts on the economic factors
involved in centralized cataloging and proc-
essing of print and audiovisual media: Major
findings indicated that commercial process-
ing of print and audiovisual materials costs
substantially less per item than centralized
processing. However, library media directors
and their supervisors believed that ceatral:
ized processing was worthwhile and -were
willing to ignore the extra costs involved in

- providing the service.

Toms investigation focused on practices’
followed in Wisconsin high school media cen-
tersin the organization of nonprint media.
Her: primary research tool was the survey -
questionnaire mailed to dwe director of every . .
high-school media center in the state of Wis-
consin. She found that most high schools had
separate media certers for print and nohprint
materials, that different types of materials
were integrated in the card catalog but not -
elsewhere. Other findings related to classifi-
cation of materials, color-coding,; circula-
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tion. and credentials of professfbnal person-
nel.

Holland was also concerned about the con-
trol ‘of nonprint informatien., but .on a
broader level.” She traced the development
of mediagraphic control of nonprint infor-
ration and analyzed two existing orlice sys-
tems (OCLC and NICEM)-as well as a pro-
jected system (Project: Media Base) for
mediagraphic control. Her Gata were gath-
eréd from reviewing retrospective and cur-
rent literature, searching printed bibliogra-
phies and mediagraphies, and engaging in
interviews and discussions with professionals
in the field. This study reveated that, histori-
cally, media centers have established stan-
dards, pracedures, and coatrols at the local
level. There has been a lack of agreement

- ahout mediagraphic formats and conrol. In
general. mediagraphic efements have not
been used to form an information chain for
aceess to print and nonprint media. At the
.conclusion of Ler study, Holland proposed &
mediagraphic control model based on spe-

! eific eriteria.

The }ast study relating to organization of
~materials was conducted by Hart.*? His in-
vestigation was designed to explore the cur-
rent capabilities of schiol library media cen-
ters to process all types of media (either
in-house or at a centralized processing unit},
and te decide whether there are reasonable

* optinhs available to the media center direc-

tors.. Three questionnaires were. used to

gather information. Resporises were ana:
lyred using various statistical procedures,
such as chi-square and analysis of variance.
Major findings indicated that duplication
was occurring, hetween ‘in-house processing

. and pracessing done by commercial firms;

that commercial processing was teplacing
* thany Tocal operations because of budgetary
problems; that it is feasible to establish a fia-
tional center to standardize, catalog, and co-

ordinate the processing of multimedia mate--
rials, anid that a need was shown to stan-

dardize procedures and to.develop new mul-
timedia systems, } i

- Funding of the Program. Two dissertations

concerned - themselves- with funding. The

* first. 'by White, was conducted to examine

the impact of ESEA’s Title IT on Pennsylva-

ria public school library media centers.® A

stratified sample of twenty school districts

was selected for study, Five data-gathering

instruments including 'a questionnaire and
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workshops, the investigator found that fac-
tors affecting use of the media center were
persanal and professional factors, instruc-
tional constraints, deficiencie in the media
centers, and attendance at the workshops.
Hiland's study was designed to investigate
the information needs of social studies teach-
ers. to ascertain the channels and systems
used to find the information, and to test the
relationship of selected variables and the use
of information systems by teachers. The in-
vestigator tested three personal variables of
teachers, three school variables, and three
media center variables (location, number of
personnel, number. of services) for relation-
ship to use by teachers by conducting per-
sonal interviews with thirty-five social stud-
jes teachers. It was concluded that social
stadies teachers used a variety of information
- and a number of information channels and
Asystems. The informal information system
and document channels were the most fre-
quently used. None of the variables alone had
s significant_bearing on the use of informa-
tion systems by teachers.
Metoyer also did & needs study. but she
. focused her'attention on student information
needs ** She attempted to identify the infor-
ma&iaﬁ needs of elementary students (grades
fout-through eight) living on the Akwesasne
Mohawk Reservation and to determine if the
resources and services of the Akwesasne Li-
brary and Cultural Center reflected the in-
terests and needs of the Mohawk students. A
combination of methods including 2 ques-
_tipnnaire, interviews, observation, and a li-
brary inventary ehecklist was used to obtain
the necessary data. Metoyer. found that the
maiority of students never or oceasjorally
used the Jibrary and the center 'met thair in-
{ormation needs only to a limited extent: The
pfimary factor contributing to infrequent use
~ was insufficient funding. :

The next group of studies in this category

" deals with' library skills. Henslowe's study

was designed to developand validate a modei
of basic library loéstional skills fer print
sourees,*! The information base used to de-
. velop amodel wasdrawn from a wide variety
of sources and was validated by five librari-
ans for quality. A group of judges represent-
ing department of education supervisers,
upiversity tezching positions, and school dis-
Lriet supervisory positions evaluated the final
model. It was concluded that the study re-
sulted in a valid model of basic library loca-
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interview schedules were used to collect in-
formation from library and education per-
sonnel. The data revealed that spending for
library resources during the time period be-
ing examined increased proportionately
faster than for salaries or teaching supplies.
During the same period, the number of li-
brarians, libraries, and ifems in the coliec-
tions alse inoreased. In addition, circulation
policies were liberalized, and centralized cat-
aloging and housing made audiovisual mate-
rials more accessible. Consequently, White
concluded that ESEA Title Il had a positive
effect op publicschool media centers in Penn-
_Syivania. B
Little examined factors that might be re-
lated to éxpenditures for instructicnal mate-
rials (library books and audiovisual materi-
als) in' Wisconsin public schools,® He
obtained his data from Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Public Instruction figures gathered
fram al] public school districts in the state for
the 1967-68 schoal year. Correlation coeffi-
cients were run to examine relationships. Sta-
t%tically significant correlations were found
to existbetween local, state, and federal ex-
penditares for instructional materials and to-
tal expenditures for instructional materials.
The greatest correlation was found between
local expenditures and total expenditures. In
addition, significant correlations were found
between certain selected financial character-
istics of public school districts and per-
student: expenditures for instructional mate-
rials. ¢
Operation/Services  of the  Program.
Twenty-one doctoral dissertations are in-
cluded:-in this section. These studies deal
chiefly with student and teacher utilization
-of school library media programs and with
the devglopment, teaching, and evaluation of
library/skills.
The Tirst group of studies investigates ser-
“vices offered on & geographical basis. Henry
conducted research to determine the status of
.unifiedtmedia ptograms and personnel at the
“buildirig level in public schools in Texas.?
Baird did a similar study of public elemen-
tary schiools in Oklahoma.™ Both researchers
found that over 70 percent of the schools sam-
pled Had centratized Mbrary services, al-
thoughi Baird qualified her findings by add-
ing that only 4] percent had a unified media
center ddministering both print and ronprint
materfils and services.
Griffin studied fibrary instructional sup-
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tional skills for print sources.

Uyehara attempted to develop and evalu-
ate a hypothetical learning hierarchy to pro-
vide instruction in locating information in
the schibol library media center.* He de-
signed the hierarchy, verified it through a
panel of experts, pilot-tested it, and then used
2 groupiof 135 sixth-grade students as the ex-
perimeital group to test the hierarchy. These

: student_is were divided into three groups ac-

cording to their test scores on the Stanford
Achievément Test. The findings indicated
that the learning hierarchy was valid for
those stadents who were reading at or above
the leved of the target population.

Studies by Barkholz,*® Wilbert,"! Brain-
ard,*® “Smith,** * Babotis,” Sellmer,* and
Fudge,** dealt with specific approaches to or
technigues for teaching library skills.
Barkhdlz' study involved developing a mod-
ule to feach seventh-grade students sefected
skillsint the use of the media center, and ascer-
taining if there was a differential effect on
Tearning the skills because of differences insex
or reading level. Thirty-two seventh-grade
classesin language arts took part in the study.
They were randomly assigned to one of four
groups, two of which were given the module,
All groups were given the National Test of
"Library Skills at the conclusion of the mod-
ule. Findings indicated that there was no dif-
Ference noted for the main effect, sex. How-

- ever, there weresignificant differences found

for thereading level. The use of the moduleto
teach library skills was found to be effective.

. Wilbert compared competency-based in-
struction with traditional instructional tech-

. niques._in teaching basic library skills to

seventh-grade students. A short course in li-
brary skilis was. designed for seventh-grade
students. The selected sample was divided
into an experimental and a control group.
Data were gathered from student records, a
pretest, and a posttest. There was no statisti-
cally significant difference between the
achievement of the two groups.

The relative effectiveness of seven different
media formats in teaching library Yesearch
skills was the subject of Brainard's study, One
hundred fifty-eight sixth-grade students par-

tivipazed in the fifteen-week study involving

the formats of print, picture, sound, print/
pictu:;e, print/sound, picturefsound, and
print/picture/sound. It- was found thaf the
sreatment had relatively small and diflicult-
to-datect influence on the amount of learning
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port services in elementary schodls in the Dis-
trict of Columbia public school system.* She
proposed to identify essential services; to de-
termine the degree of utilization of services,
and to ascertain the need for increasing, de-
ereasing, or implementing services te meet
curricular objectives, A research instrament
was developed and administered to ninety-
five teachers in six public school regions in the
system, Chi-square, Pearson Product Mo-
ment Correlation, . and percentage were

- treatments used to analyze the data. Major

findings indicated that services needed to be
increased to meet curricular requirements;
that teachers with six or more hours in library
science or audiovisnal education tended to
use more sophisticated services and to be
more demanding 6f media program services;
and that library instructional suppost ser-
vices were used more in nongraded, informal
settings than in structured, formal classroom
settings.

Fitzsimmons investigated the status of li-
brary and information services in vocational-
technical schools and through personal inter-
views conducted with thirteen -school
administrators,™ It was found that sufficient
guidance was not given by the Pennsylvania
Department of Education to vocational-
technical schools in regard to learning re-
source centers. Further, both financial help
and commitment are necessary from state
agencies to ensure development of such cen-
ters. :

In her study Buckley focused or: the status
of library services for exceptional students en-
rolled in public schools of selected southern
states; the perceptions of media professionals
about factors pertaining to the education of
media specialists working ‘with exceptional
children; and the relationship between se-

lected characteristics of media specialists and

schools and the adequacy of resoyrces and
frequency of services provided exceptional
chitdren.™ A stratified random sample of me-
dia speciatists was selected to participate in
this study. These professionals wére sent a
questionnaire to obtain the information
needed. Findingsindicated that collections of
resources were judged to be “moderatély ade-
quate.” Policies that governed use and access
to the media center applied to all stidents,
and media specialists perceived a need for
training in special education. .
Wiedrick investigated student use of school
fibraries in Edmonton Area elemientary
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of research skills. In addition, the zttitude of
the students toward the treatment may have
been reflected in performance in the test. -~
$mith utilized an experimental design in
sefected elementary schools to measure the
effectiveness of three different types of li-
brary skills programs—teacher-provided in-
struction integrated into the curriculum;
library-provided instruction in weekly class
sessions; and no formal instruction programs.
Students instructed by the school librariang
demonstrated a signifjcantly better perform-
ance than the group with no formal instrue-
tion, but not better than the students who
received the teacher-provided innovative
treatment. The mean of the high socioeco-
nomic student group was higher than that of
the low socioeconomic group. .
Bobetis studied the relative effectiveness of
visual, oral, and performance-based modules

in teaching library skills to Mexican Ameri-

can students and to Anglo-American stu-
dents. Twenty-one seventh-grade classes,
which were grouped by mode of instruction
{transparencies, decture, and the perfor-
manoce-based method} participated in this
study. Use of the transparency approach was
the most effective method. Anglo-Americans
had significantly higher scores using all three
methods of instruction. There was no signifi-
cant difference between the Spanish-
speaking Mexican Americans and the non-
Spanish-speaking Mexican Americans in the
esults of the tests, ' )

Sellmer and Fudge selected specific sets of
library skills as the focus of their studies. In
his experimental investigation, Selimer at-’
tempted to identify a more effective way to
teach elementary school, students the card
catalog. Fourth-grade students participating
in the study were divided into two groups—
the experimental group receiving Instruction
in eard catalog use through a programmed
learning text designgd for the study; and the

- control group receiving traditional library

instruction. The data were analyzed by a-
two-by-two analysis of covariance technique
with three covariants. Theinvestigator found
method of instruetion was a critical factorin
determining group gains; sex and sex by
method were not. ;

.Fudge’s study was designed (1) to preparea
multimedia package to be used in teaching
the use of Reader's Guide te Periodical Liter-
ature to seventh-grade students, and (2) to
validate the package's effectiveness. An ex-

B
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schools.?® Specifically, he proposed to collect
information pertinent to the problem of max-
imizing the integration of the library with the
instructional program .in an elementary
sthool, School library use data from students,
personal data from a random sample of stu-
dents, and a survey instrament completed by
teachers, librarians, and principals provided
basic information for this study. Responses to
the survey instrument were compared with

the opinions of a panel of experts regarding

the role and function of the schooi library to
determine the extent of agreement. Wiedrick
discovered that leisure reading represented
the greatest use of the library and its collec-
tion, that teachers, principals, and librarians
held similar perceptions of the role and func-
tion of the schoo} iibrary, and that teacliers,
principals, and lbrarians favored regula-
tions emphasizing preservation of materials,
while the panel of experts emphasized maxi-
mum use of matertals.

George analyzed the operation of selected
instructional media centers in California in

terms of curricular deeisions which led to the
formation of the centers and the effects of .

such a center on curriculum formation, inter-
pretation, and responsibility.*® Her data
were gathered through a survey instrument
and on-site visits. She found that student use
of media centers and center directors’ réespon-
sibilities were increasing, In addition, media
directors were resporsible for -in-service
training in equipment operation, media se-
lection, utilization, and production. .
Through a questionnaire administered to
selected teachers and librarians, Johnson at-
tempted to identify the factors affecting
teacher utilization of libraries in the second-
ary schools in Tucson, Arizona.™ Major find-
ings indicated that the primary. reason for

need for it; the greatest influences on teacher
use of. the library were informal conversa-
tions with the librarian, bibliographies, and
involverient in selection of Hibrary materials;
librarians were not involved to any signifi-
cant degree in classroom planning; and the
most preferred library sgryice was the prepa-
ration of lists of new materials.

Qgman™ and Hiland™also studied teach-
ers. Ogman examined factors that deter utili-
zation of media center services in the second-
ary schools of the San Diego school district.
Through information gathered from teachers
participating in media center in-service
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-
perimental design was used to validate the
multimedia package. Sixty seventh-grade
students participated in the study. The exper-
imental group was given two weeks to com-
plete the individualized models in the sclicol
library, while the control ‘grougp received in-
struction from the investigator. According to
a report of the findings, most of the students
enjoyed the experiment. The multimedia
models were more popular than the pro-
grammed instruction modules. Nearly all
students professed their-interest in learging
other information in this manner.

The study by Hyland sought to develop an
instrument useful in the measurement of,
sghoot library media ability in grades four!

- through twefve.® As z basis for developiny)

the test, Hyland examined and tallied re-
search, standards, curriculum guides, and
professiohal views. The instrument devel-
oped from these sources was sent to a panel of
eighty-three experts and was administered to
135 students. The final modified (}fio Schaol-
Library/Media Test was administered to
2,670 sgudents in grades four through twelve.
1t was recornmended that while the test was
useful in grades four through. twelve, the
most meaningful use would be in grades five
through eleven. The test should be given to
many kinds of hemogeneous groups in order
to validate the norms. .

The construction of a set of principles de-%
signed around an elementary school library
media center and with the object of enhanc-
ing individualized instruction was the basic
purpose of the study by Ginn.5! Elements of

.individualized instruction programs were

identified from published literature and then
rated in fmportance by a group of faculty
members of the College of Education of the
University of Alabama, From these elements
a number of principles were developed i the
areas of programs, administrative practices
and -services, personnefpolicies, materials
and equipment, and facilities. Thirty-eight
of the forty-four suggested elements of indi-
vidualized instruction were rated as impor-
tant to such programs. Teacher behavior was
rated as the most significant factor, and prin-
ciples {or administrative practices and ser-
vices were related most often to elements of
individualized instruction.

Evaluation of the Program, Twenty-seven
studies evaluating different aspects of the
school library media program have been con-
ducted since 1972, The two most frequently
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nonuse of the library wasthat teacherssaw no
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used methods of evaluation in these investiga-
tions were comparing the program with
state, regional or natienal standards; and ob-
taining the perceptions of different groups
about the program.

“The first three studies, by Freese,® Kha-
waja,® and Shields,™ pertath to evaluation
instruments. Freese proposed to establish a
program statement to be used to evaluate
school media programs in clementary and
secondary schools in Solth Dakota. After the
instrument was developed from standards
andrelated documents, a set of criteria evalu-
ated by a rating scale was developed and
tested. Expert juries were established from
various professional groups for the purpose of
instrument validation. The investigator rec-
ommended that there be-additional research
on the effect of standards on accountability

_and program change in regard to media pro-
grams in South Dakota.

Khawaia's study was designed to prepare

" standards for the evaluation of secondary
~school libraries in Pakistan, After a tentative
statement of standards was produced from a

review of the literature ahout Pakistani sec--

ondary schopt libraries, thése standards were
thén sent to.a group of Pakistani experts who
rated the statements for their importance,

. and, finally, the standards were compared to
categories of standards prepared by -selected
prq{essionai associations.

Shields-attempted to determine the effec-
tiveness of Fault Tree Analysis in isolating
critical probléms in school library media cen-
ters that were perceived as inadequately serv-
ing their clientele. It was found that Fault
Tree Analysis was effective in quantifying the

. behavioral aspects of Cottonwood's media
center .and that. additional administrative
support was necessary to improve the center’s

. gtfectiveness. . :

State, regional, or national standards were
used as measures to evaluate programs in the
next eléven studies. g .

Bantly,® Hutchison,™ Martin.¥ and
Mann™ employed the 1969 Standards for

Schop! Medig Programs as an assessment in-

strument to ineasure programs is vatrious ge-
ographical areas. Bantly examined elemen-
tarv and secondary schools in -six New
. Englandstates through a questionnaire hased
_on the Standards. The study revealed that 75
percent-of the elementary schools and 80 per.
cent of the secondary schools had media cen-
ters, Media programs were totally unified in
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of ime te produce media and lack of compe-
tency to produce media.

Rogers study attempted to determine if
thefe was a relationship between teachers’
media center competence and their attitudes
toward media formats and if either attitudes
or media competence could serve as predic-
tors of print and nonprint resource usage. A
sample 6F 477 teachers in fift¥one secondary
schools in eight Appalachian statesiwere sent
a questionnaire to test their attitudbs. Tn ad-
dition, data were collected on freguency of
media use, and the School Media Cénfer Fun-
damentals Test was used to measure media
center competence. Significant relationships
were found between teachers’ understanding
of media center fundamentals and (1) non-
print materials’ use and {2) teachers’ attitades
toward and use of all media formats, Media
‘center competence.-was a predictor of non-
print formats’ use only.

Wood's investigation was designed to de-
termine expert opinion in regard to teacher
use of library media centers through the

" Delphi technique and Fault Tree Analysis.

~The major stumbling blocks to increased and
more efficient use of learning resources. were

* judged ta be the failure to utilize production

s

specialists and library reference skills. _
 Allen’s study*® proposed to analyze and -
evaluate the staff, resources, facilities, and

. sérvices of the public secondary scheol

libraries/media centers in Mississippi. A sec-
ondary objective was to determine the extent
to which the centers met state and hational
stapdards. A questionnaire measuring the li-
brarians perceptions of staff, resources, ser-
vices, and facilities was sent to a random
sampling of fifty secondary - school
libraries/media centers in Mississippt. Ttems
. in the questionnaire were besed on the quas-
titative national guidelines. Major findings.
reported by the author indicated that Missis-
sippi centers did not meet national guide-
lines, but they did meet state and regional
guidelines for staff, expenditures, and collec-
tion. ~ - .
The next eight studies examine the percep-
tions of at least twa groups in measuring vari-

", ous aspeets of the school library media pro-

gram. Christison focused on evaluating the
importance of variables previously assumed
£0 have a relationship to the quality of service
. provided by instructional materials centers
(IMC).* Teachers and fifth-grade studentsin

a large midwestern schaol district evaluated
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92 percent of the elementary and 23 percent
of thé secondary schools. Only 5 percent of
the elpmentary and 3 percent of the second-
ary schools met the staff-to-student ratio rec-
ommended by the Standards.

Martin investigated elementary school li-
brarymedia programs in Alabama, Her data
were;gathered on Title II programs of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
Her thajor findings indicated insufficient lo-
cal support; failure of school library media
programs to meet the levels of the 1960 and

" 1969 programs; and that Alabama elemen-
tary school iibrary media programs will con-
tinue to fall behind national standards if cur-
rent spending levels persist.

Hutchison's stidy was intended as a com-
panion to Martin's and examined the success

. of the library media programs in Alabama’s
secondary schools from 1967-1972 in meet-
ing the 1969 American Library Association
Standards. The methodology used was the
same as Martin's. [t was found that secondary
schodls also:fajled to meet the 1869 Stan-
dards,
 The 1968 Standards for Schaol Media Pro-
gramistkewisesérved as an assessment instru-
mentin Mann's study of school library media
programs in 1,803 public schools of Florida
durivig the 1969-70 school year. She at-
tempted to evaluate the strengths and weak-
nesses of the library media centers as a basis
for the future developmerk of a statewide
program in Florida. Data were secured from
accreditation reports filed with the Florida

' Department of Eslucation, compared to the
Standards, and analyzed by chi-square, dis-
criminant function, correlatior, and analysis
of variance, Major findings indicated that
Florida's public schools generally did not

- meet Standards for School Media Programs;

that the size of a school district and establish-
ment.of school library media supervision at
the district school level were related to staff,
financial support, and collections of materi-
als ard equipment; and that the schools gen-
erally reflected a unified concept of resources
and services. ®
" Brill used Media Programs: District and
School ta assess the level of development of
librazy media centers in San Francisce area
eleméntary schools in 1976-77.5° Data gath-
ered from principals of randémly selected
distrigts, revealed the deficiencies of the
schools F meeting the Standards.

Regional scereditation standards played a

School Likrary Media Quarterly

the “quality of services™ provided by their
schaol IMC through instruments developed
for the study. Four scores, each reflecting a
construct-identified through factor analysis,
were used as the dependent variables of the
study. Seven independent variables identi-
fied from a review of the literature and from
an exaniination of national media standards
were tested for their correlation with the de-
pendent varizbles. Using multiple linear-
regression analysis, the study attempted to
better iflentify the relationships underlying
the carrglations by providing equations esti-
mating the scores for the dependent varia-
bles. Christison concluded that there was no
single inflependent variable found to have ex-
tremely’ high correlations with “quality of
service” provided by the IMC. Further, there
was cause to doubt that the principal was the
instructional leader for at least this aspect of
the school program.

Hodsdn also focused on identifying teacher
and student attitudes and perceptions.™ His
purpose was to evaluate their feelings about
the importance of the school media center. A
survey questionnaire was administered to
teachersiand selected fourth- and sixth-grade
students in Buffalo, New York, to obtain the
necessary data. Findings indicate that the
major variables affecting attitudes toward
the ‘media center were school settings and
grade rather than sey or reading level.

The status, iuality, and/or importance of
media sérvices as percejved by various groups
were evaluated in studies by Jones,” Den-
man.” Loertscher,™ Stroud,™ and Burt.’
Jones' investigation explored the develop-
‘ment of, schoo} {ibrary media programs in
Georgia between 1965 and 1975 to document
the perceptions of others regarding the effec-

“tiveness jof such programs. A questionnaire
based on the Georgia School Library Media

. Program Questionnaire was used to obtain

perceptions from principals, faculty, librari-
ans, and students at thirty-three high schools

. in three areas of the state. Quantitative data

an the schools were chtained through an up-
dating »f Hightower'y 1965 study, The

" Growth'of Libraries in Public Schools of

Georgia) Based on thesg data, Jones found
that the perceptions of principals and librari-
ans weré significantly differest from. the per-
ceptions of teachérs and students. However,
principals, librarians, and students agreed
that making materials, equipment, and per-
sonnel available was of primary importance.
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major role in_the studies of Grinstead™ and
Woodington.® Grinstead examined the ex-
tent to which services in elementary school
library media centers in Kentucky were af-
fected by the accreditation of state and re-
gional agencies, and the extent to which
school library media centers accepted the
concept of unified media services. She used

4 Liesener’s Inventory of School Library/
Media Center Services when interviewing li-

brarians of eighteen schools aceredited by the
Kentucky State Board of Education only, and
cighteen aceredited by both the state board
and the Southern Association of Colleges and.
Schools. It was found that there was no sig-
nificant difference in the senvices offered by
the two groups of schools and that not all
schools aceepted the concept of unified media
SErvices.

Woodington also examined the effects of
accreditation, but her study focused on a
comparisen of library-related skills of sixth-
grade students in schools accredited by the
Southern Association Accreditation Stan-
dards with students in anaceredited schools.
The student sample in the study consisted of
104 sixth-grade students who scored in the
upper quartile of the California Achievement
Test. They were chosen from three schools
that met Southern Association Acereditation
Standards for Elementary School Libraries
and from three schools that were not accred-
ited in northern Mississippi. Twenty-nine
sixth-grade teachers from the same schools
also took part in the study. Data were sup-
plied from a variety of tools, such as a library
skills test and a reading-interest inventory.
The findings revealed that there was no sig-.
nificant difference in knowledge of the li-
brary nor in the library-related skills of stu-
dents in the two groups.

Through a questionnaire sent to institu-
tions identified as public residential schools
for the deaf, Opocensky attempted to deter-
mine the extent to which library media cen-
ters in these facilities met the Standards for
Library-Media Cengers in Schools for the
Deaf published in 1967 % Schools participat-
ing in the study failed to meet the recommen-
dations in four of the five sections of the study
{programs/services was the exception).

The purposes of the study by Slick were (1)
to measure the library/media programs in
Pennsylvania vocational-technical schools
against existing legislation, guidelines, and
standards; and {2) to determine the relation-
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The quality of audiovisual educationat
media programs at a selected group of high
schools in Missouri during the 1977-78 schaol
vear was the focus of Denman’s investigation.
Three surveys were used to generate the data
needed from principals, teachers, and media
personnel. Major conclusions indicated: (1)
all administrators were committed to at feast
an adequate educational media program; (2}
one-half of the schools met the current educa-
tonal media standards; (3) teachers tended to

use a limited range of educational media; and '

{4) there was not a positive correlation be.
tween a well-established educational media
program and use of educational media by the
teachers.

Loertscher'examined media center services
to teachers in Indiana high schools in
1972-73. Forty senior high Schaols in Indiana
served as the population for the study, which
was conducted in two parts. In the first part,
media staff members rated the importance
and frequency of sixty-four services to the
teaching staff. In the second part of the study,
a sample of nine scheols was selected for fur-
ther research. A sampling of one-third of the

" teaching staff was also asked to rate the same

sixty-four services. Findings indicated that:
(1) & close partnership between media spe-
cialist and teacher had not developed; (2) the
size of the media staff was significantly re-
lated to the number of services available to
the teaching staff: (3) teachers and media
staff did not agree on the frequency of media
services; and (4} individual differences be-
tween teachers was as important a {actor as
membership in a subject department in the
variation in usage patterns of media sérvices.

Stroud developed a qualitative measure-
ment instrument, the Purdue Self-Evaluation
System (PSES) for School Media -Cénters,
which she used to evaluate media center ser-
vices in middie and junior high schools. The
studv's population was twenty-four ran-
domly selected middle and junior high
schools, In the first stage of the research, the
media specialist from egeh school selected the
items from the PSES on which he/she wished
the media center to e evaluated. Then, these

. items were distributed through a question-
naire to selected administrative staff, teach-

ers, ani students. Major findings included:
(1} the facilities, equipment, and materials of
media centers were fjudged to be more
teacher-orieated than student-oriented: (2)
both media staff and teachers (bud not stu-
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. sbj{p_bet\\-‘een major compg;lents'of iibraryf

pfograms and selected institutional charac-
teristics.™ Diata were collected through ques-
tionnaires to area vocational-technicalr
schools and interviews conducted with 12
percent of the schools’ administrators. Find-
ings indicated that not all Pennsylvania ared
vocational-technieal schools had librasies
and that few that did have libraries met the
standards and guidelines used in the study.

The last study related to standards was
conducted by Downes.® Her investigation
was designed to examine the implication in
standards for school library media programs:
that quantitative factors have primary cafise-
and-effect relationships on the quality of a
media program. The author surveyed forty-
six elementary schools, twenty-four second-
ary schools, and sixty-six unit school districts
in THinois, using two questionnaires devel-
oped by the [linois Media and Library Ser-
vices Section. Thissurvey produced a profile
and an evaluation of media services, Downes
foundilittle relatinnship between the quanti-
tative variables assumed to be essential in the
development of a quality media program and
the quantitative aspects of a2 media program,
Further, there was virtually no relationship
betiveen seven selected quantitative variables
(size of staff, number of books per pupil, ete.)
taken as a group and the four program crite-
tia (selection of media collection, etc.) taken
as a group. 'i

The next twelve studies are percéption
studies. They penerally ideal with various
groups attitudes toward jutilization, aware-
ness, end/or adequacy of school library me-
din services. Some of the studies identified in
this section also examine other elements be
sides attitudes to evaluate the. media pro-
gram, but the determination of perceptions
appears to be the major approach. o

Studies by Crowther,® Rogers,® and
Wood® surveved teachers’ perceptions to
evalate media services, Spfeifically, Crow-
ther distributed a questiopnaire to all teach-
ers in public schools in Lawrence, Kansas, to
eonduct a needs assessrment of the educational
media program. Three major findings were:
(1) teachers had a favorable attitude toward
educational media: (2) factors facilitating the

use of media were found to be availahility, -

favorable attitudes, encouragement from
principals, adequate facilities, ease in locat-
ing equipment, and financial allotments: and
(3) factors hindering use of media were lack
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dents) viewed the frequency of media center
use similarly; and (3) differences in media
center use were related & sex, subject area
/ﬁiught, and vears of experience.
Burt used a questionnaire based on
Stroud's PSES to ascertain what media center
services were perceived by students, prinei-

pals, and library media specialists as being
maost sepportive of the needs of students and

faculty. A sample of each, of the groups
named above was selected from five high
schools in Los Angeles County. The investi-
gator also visited each school and library to
obtain additional information. The ragst sup-
portive activities were seen as easy access to
facilities and opportunities to participate’in
library activities, evaluite materials, and re-
ceive help from the library staff.” least

supportive activities were seen as production

and acquisition services. Principals’ saw Y-

hrary services as more supportive than did-

other groups, and students saw library ser-
vices as less supportive.

Palling evaluated the educational media

programs in selected Mississippi public
schiools, and analyzed teacher utilization' of

selected components of these programs inher .

dissertation.™ An invenfory "of audiovisual
materials and equipment, a self-evaluation of

edueation programs, and asurvey of the utili- .

zation of selected components of audiovisual
programs were conducted to colléet data
The investigator found that with the excep-

tion of the use of records, most of the surveyed .
teachers and principals considered themsel-
ves weak users of audiovisual resources. None
of the schools surveved had an active media .

producticn program. :

The last two studies in this section exam- . *

ined a different dimensiqn of evaluation.
Their concern was the impact that the school

library media program has on. the achieve- .

ment of students. Through an experimental -
design, Becker investigated social studies
achicvement of pupils in schools with li-
braries as compared to that of pupils in

schools without libraries.™ Itwas found that |
the presence of & library and the guidance -

function of a librarian erted significant in-
fluence on pupil achievement in information-
gathering skilis and in réading charts and
graphs. No significant difference in the pupil
skills in reading maps and globes and on the

acquistion of social studies content was

found. :
‘Greve also explored the relationship be-
A S
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tween academic achievement and the level of
library service.™ Sendor high school students

in 232 lowa high schools were administered -

the Jowa Tests of Educational Development.
An index developed by Walker dernonstrated
the level of librard service. The author states
that there was a positive relationship be-
tween student achievement sand level of Hi-
hrary service.

SCHGOL LIBRARY
MEDIA RESOURCES

The school library media resources cate-
gory includes three broad sections—
selection, access to, and utilization of re-
sources. By far. though, the greatest number
of studies examine the content of materials
with similar characteristics in arder to deter-
mine trends. gaps. and treatment of certain
| groups of 4reas. ’

Selection of Resotrees. The {irst four studies

- “relating to selection of resources deal with

-

sefection and evaluation practices. Miller in-
vestigated the problems that accompany the
. evaluation and selection of nonprint instruc-
tional materials in Pennsylvania intermedi-
ate units throngh interviews conducted with
the directors of instructional media services
witits.™ He found that the state of selection
and evaluation in the intermediate units was
“joose and disjcinted” and that there was a
need for board-approved policies todirect the
actiVities of the units.
Yasters also Focused on nonprint materi-
\als.® 1 her dissertation, she studied the pro-
cesses for selection and evaluation of educa-

tional flms in public schools (grades K~12} in -

the New York State Boards of Ceoperative
Edricational Services (BQCES). Ddécument
analvsis, 2 gliestionnaire, and interviews

" wwith selected directors of BOCES were used
to generate data, The investigator found that

five vendors soid more than half of the titles
“acquired dusing the periad of the study, The
decision to preview a film was based on two
factors: the visibility of the film and, princi-
pally. the naumber of teacher requests for &
type of film, The most important inflgence
upan the purchasing decision was teacher
evaluations. There wasno defined process for
training building-level evaluators amorig the
BOCES, Ant linallv, BOCES directors had
similar -education, experience, ‘and back-
ground. - . :

. Billeter investigated examination of hooks
-as a method of selection. Selectionrwas stad-
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ied under two conditions: when the books
were available for examination at the Chil-
dren's Bgok Re#iew Centers in Tllinois, and
when books were not available for examina-
‘tion at the centers. A checklist of most highly
and least highty recommended books pub-
lished in 1971 and+#973 was developed using
a consersus of reviewing media as the basis
for inclusjon on thechecklist. The list of titles
was checi:ed against the library holdings of
fifty-one school and public librarians who
had usedthe Children’s Book Review Centers
in 1973. The educaticn of librarians partici-

. pating ir‘the study varied from one who had

not finislied high school to eleven who had a
professionial degree in library science, Mzjor
findings indicated that a significantly larger
percentaie of the recommended books on the
checklist were selected when available for ex-

_ aminatian than when not available. How-

ever, a significantly larger percentage of not-
recommended books were selected when the
books were available for examination than
when they were not available. The selection

of picture books was most affected by the op-

portuniti to be examined.

Readghility level of easy-to-read books was
studied by Laughlin in order to provide this
information to those responsible for purchas-
ing books for beginning readers.*® Seventy-
nine easy-to-read books for the primary level
were selected from the 1971 Children’s Cata-
fog and subjected to three readability formu-
las {the $pache, Fry, and Wheeler-Smith for-
mulas). The Formulas showed that one-third
of the baoks had sections that would be diffi-
cult for second-grade children. There was a
variance of at least gpe grade level in 35 per-
cent of the hooks.

Dompa focused on designing and testing
an instrament that could he utilized in identi-
fying miedia most appropriate for transmit-
tingknowledge in a representational form re-
quired py a particular learner to master a
particular task.® A D-model was designed
using alsystems approach incorporating the
three components of etask, stimulus. and
lcarner! Three experiments were then de-
signed to test the effectiveness of stimulus
choices’ identified Dby Using the D-model.
Dompafound that the stimulus choices iden-
tified by using the D-model were donsistent
with those identified by “experts” and they
were significantly different than those identi-
fied in éurriculum guides and textbooks. Fur-
ther. the hvpothesis that there would be no
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significant difference between the stimulus/
choices identified by novies librarians using
the D-mode! and novice librarians using se-
lection aids was rejected.

Studies by Biagini,® Clarke.®s Stevens,®®
Grover,® and Lawson® dealt with one or
more of the following topics: reading inter-
ests, reading preferences, and readability of
print resources. Biagini attempted to develop
a model instrument that would (1) measure
the rélationship between adolescents reading
orienfation/interest and the four variables of
sex, grade level, activity orientation (partici-
pation in noncurricular activities); and gre-
gariousness {participation in activities per-
formed with ‘'other peopie): and (2) predict
adolescents’ reading orientation/interests on
the basis of the same four variables. The au-
thor concluded that activity orientation was
the most, valid predictor of reading
orientation/interest, followed by gregarious-
ness.

Clarke, " Stevens, Grover, and Lawson
dealt with reading preferences. Clarke fo-
cused on the identification of differences in
reading interests and preferences of Indian,
black, and white adolescents as they are re- -
lated to educational background of the par-
ent, availability of reading materials, and
community size; and the extent to which
these preferences were represented in the
standard selection- aids for secondary-school
reading materials. A reading inventory was

administered through English classes in
twenty schools representing three levels of
population concentration to gather the data
rieeded for this study. Clarke concluded that
reading interests of adolescents appeared to
be changing, and reading lists should reflect
interests in such aspects as biack experiences,
sports, cars, nonfiction, personal values, ro.
mance, and mysteries. The quantity of read-
ing materials available had no effect on read-
ing interests, but ethnie origin did have an
influence. In addition, the standard selection
aids used in the study did not adequately re-
Hect reading preferences of adolescents.
Stevens examinei current recreational-
reading book choices of gifted students in
grades four, five, and six in Dade County
public schools. Students in eight centers for
academically gilted students participated in
this study. A number of the investigator's ma-
jor findings were similar to previous findings
about resding interests of students ir. general.
Ie: addition, the Newbery Award books rated
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highest in interest while the classies recefved |
the lowest rating. There s a close correla-
}i{m between the books chosen by the stydents ;'
and those chosen by adults for students. Fi.' |
nally, books ebtained from the schooi library

_ had the highest interest rate. -

Grover examined the variables that inflo-
enced the selection of library books by
secand-grade school children. His procedures -
for gathering data included interviews with -
selected second-grade students, analysis of
circutlation statistics, and the examination of -
grodpings of books for criteria mentioned by
students ins their interviews, It was found that
book selection by second-grade children was
affected most by illustration quantity.and
style, categories of characters, number ‘of
pages, readability level, and certain theme |
categories. Sex of the child alsa played a role '
in book preference.

Lawson's study attempted to determine
the reasons and motivations for the choice of
favorite books made by fifth-grade children,

- and to ascertain whether teachers and librar-
ians were able to identify the reasons influ. |
encing the children in this seiection. Results
of the data gathered showed thatchildrenin ;
the study demonstrated essentially the same :
interests 'and motivations shown by similar :
populations in earlier studies. )

The rext group of studies investigated re-
viewing tools and/or indexes as aids to selec-
tion. Missavage sought to determine the ex- .
tent to which it was possible to use critical
reviews 4s aids in selecting audiovisual mate- .
rials, and to define patterns of review cover-
age in the major reviewing jourzals from
1969 through 1972.%% Content analysis and a
questionnaire sent to review editors of jour-
nals generated the data for this study. The
investigator found that 10 percent of the titles -
listed in the Multi-Media Review Index were |
not. in the NICEM Indexes. Reviews were |
generally favorable, but tended tobe uncoor- |
dinated and repetitive. Only two of the jour-
nals attempted to review all new audioviswal |

software, Reviewers were apparently care- -

fully chosen, and nsuatl were teachérs or .
librarians. ’ . . "

Haith's study concentrated on reviews :
about educational filmstrips.®® She at-:

tempted to identify and briefly describe peri- .
odicalsgthat contained reviews of filmstrips,

to ascertain the reviewing policies of the peri-

odicals, and to analyze the quality and con-
tent of filrnstrip reviews. Of the ninety-eight
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perindicals reviewing filmstrips, thirty-nine
were analyzed, and 64 percent of the editors

- sent letters of inguiry responded. The major

findings of this study were: (1) only a few
periodicals had comprehensiye descriptive
and critical information: (2) few periodicals
%ad written reviewing policies; and (3) peri-
adicals used a variety of reviewers and erite-

" yia for inclusion and exclusion of reviews in

their departments. . _
Mahoney concentrated her attentionenre-
views in a particular magazine—forn

- Book.® She attempted to investigate the way

reviews in a professional journal approach

. the literary analysis of books for childrey

The author selected 221 reviews that a
peared in 1975 issues of Horn Book magazine
for analysis of content. Horn Book magazine
was found to be more concerned with the
literary content tha the practical aspects of
the book; consequently, Mahoney concluded
that the fact that reviewers of this journal use
literary criteria in evaluating the children’s
hooks demonstrates that Hterature in that
field can withstand critical analysis and eval-
‘wation. . i

* The purpose of Pool's study was to report

_the relationship of alocal buying list to selec-

. tion procedures by fourth-grade ,science

L

teachers .and librarians, and the resulting
elertentary-school library coliections in as-
tronotny and the earth sciences.” The data
were collectedin two cities, from six elemen-
tary schools in gach eity: Collections were
compared in terms of selecticn criteria, aids
and activities. and the quality and adequacy
of collections. Pool concluded that there ap-
pear £o be no basisfor support of the hypothe-

cis that ‘autcnomous selection by librayiabs’

and teachers is related to better selected and

. morerecent library collections ik elemeatary

schools, hecause selectors who are given more
freedom are miore involved and adept at se-
tection. L

‘Sutean's study was desigmed (1} to identify

4 selection of conventions in juvenile fiction

comparable to that found in contemporary
adult fiction,; and (2 to assess the usefulness
ol influential reviewing media and recent
_professinnal textbooks on juvenile literature
“for keeping readers informed of the innova-
“Viens aad diversity found in contemporary ju-
venile literature.”® The lostrament - usec 1o
analvze the reviewing media and profes-
innal texthooks on children’s literature was
compased of conventions in juvenile litera-
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ture comparable to those in adult fiction, The
validated conventions were used to assess the
value of reviewing media, and textbooks in
informing readers of the innovations and di-
versity found in juvenile literature. Sutton’s
chief Tinding was that neither textbook au-
thors nog reviewers served as a particularly
useful source of information about changesin
juvenile literature because they appeared to
lack knolvledge, about contemporary adult
literature, had a nasrow view of children’s
literaturé eriteria, and tended to provide plot
summaries rather than diseussions of specific
fiterary gspects. o '

The next seven studies examined various
aspects of award-winning books. The firstin-
vestigation, by Hill, used content analysis to
examine the philosophical aspects of the

_ Newberv Award winners during the first Fifty

years that the award was given.™ it was
found that Newbery Award winners re-
flected tyaditional American values, and that
the books tended to be insular and failed to
reflect the events shaping the times in which
the Newbery Award was given.

Darkatsh attempted to analyze the content

“and forin of fiction books that were popular

with nine- to twelve-year-olds.* A secondary
purpese was to replicate a similar study done
by Rankin in 1944, 0 determine if findings
were sililar. The investigator analyzed se-
lected Newbhery Award beoks and a group of
“most popular” books identified through cir-
culation records, and conducted interviews
with randomly selected fourth-, fifth-, and
sixth-graders in two school systems to collect
his datd. “Most popular” books had contern-
porary settings, multiplicity of characters,
reading ease, and desirable themes. Newbery
" Award Wwinners have shown changes reflect-
ing previous _criticism. Contrary to the
Rankin study, “mest popular” books were no
longer similar to adult beoks..

Through content analysis, Weller studied
female tnain characters in seventeen works of
fiction that won the Newhery Award.™ She
found that 2 majerity of the books studied
portrayed positive female characteristics in
specifidally female roles, Sexual stereotypes
were a5 common in the more recently pub-
lished as in earlier works.

Rydérs study was designed to ascertain
whether the values of librarians and students
were similar and whether these two groups
coubd identily similar values when presented
in a literary format.” Two value surveys
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were completed by childrer’s librarjans and
selected seventh-grade students. These sur-
veys provided data on personal values and
how they applied to a selection of children's
literature. Thirty-one of the thirty-six values
identified in the second survey were viewed
differently in terms of their importance by
the two groups. Further, almost one-half of
the valuss were recognized differently by the
two groups in their reading of five Newbery
Award baoks.

The investigation by Roberts was designed
to ascertain the extent to which stereotyping
of the fernale image has occurred in previous
winners of the Caldecott Medal.”® Content
analysis was the primary research tool used,
with & panel of suciologists serving to validate
the definitions utilized in the study. The in-
vestigator's major [inding was that stereotyp-
ing of the female image was present in some
of the Caldecott Medal winners.

Content analysis was also used by Nist to
ascertain common elements contained within
the books nominated and selected for the
Mildred L. Batchelder Award during its first
ten years of existence.” Tt was found that o
publisher has dominated the awards; books

Five fiction purchased by high school libraries.
in New York City.'" She found that heroes
were white, Angle-Saxon, and in good posi-, .
tions; minorities were subordinate to white
characters; and Jews and blacks received the
poorest characterizations and worst jobs,

‘Witliams' purpose was to examine the ex.’
tent to which black traditions have been por-
trayed in children’s picture books and the im-
pact the portrayal has on children who have
been exposed to such books.' Racial pride
and Family traditions were the concepts most
frequently portrayed, while music was the
least Frequently shown. Further, the intest-
gator reported that black and nonblack self-
concepts of children participating_in the
study did not change significantly after rea
img picture books with a high rating in black

traditions. i

Bazelak also concentrated on ascertaining

. racial attitudes and other related factors after -

students were exposed to literature written by
black American writers.!™* He found that the
-feadings did not have a significant effect on
iiudents’ racial attitudes toward either biack

r white people. L
" Kiah proposed to examine how selected sa-

in Germanic languages predominated, as did - lient shared experiences of black peopte are-

books with European settings; conternporary
settings have been preferred by authors; and
progressive narrative has been the structural
form used most frequently in the books,

Documentation of the history and develop-
ment of the William Allen White Children’s
Bock Award was the purpose of Herrin's
study.*® Qral-history techniques were used
to interview people involved in the award's
development. It was found that stories of re-
alistic fiction most often worn the award.

The next twenty-nine studies employ con-
tent analysis to study other materials in the
children’s andior voung adult field. A de-
scription of these studies will focus primarily
on the major Hndings identified by the inves-
tigator conducting each study.

Minority groups #re the subject of the first
set of studies. Morgan attempted to delineate
and evaluate the characterization of minori-
ties in children's books.*** She found that
there had been an extensive expansion in the
publishing of fiction dealing with minority
groups, and that publishers issued far more
work on American Indians and Afro-
Americans than any other groups.

Offenberg studied the estent to which
“prejudiced stereotvpes” appeared in-detec-
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portraved in contemporary realistic fiction
about black people in the United States-For
_children twelve to fifteen years of age.**® She.
found that the stories examined tended fote-' .
flect gpeneral experiences rather than salient:
shared éxperiences of black people. )
The methods by which values of society’
concerning black and white people are trans- -
mitted to young children through books was -
the focus of Rosner’s study.'® According to
the investigator, the absence of blacks frora:
picturegbooks by white artists and publishers’
is a reflection of a racist attitude still presert
in American society. . .
Pasner conducted her study in order to de- -
termine the extent of Jewish content included -
in contemporary juvenile realistic fiction that -
contained Jewdish characters.'™ Tt was found:
that many of the books stadied had less than 3¢
percent Jewish content. - :
Hoilman's investigation focused on-the
sterentypes and inaccurate information’
about the American Indian presented inliter-
ature for young people.’® The author re-
ported a general picture of distorted and in-
accurate information ahout the Indian, but
with an improvement noted in the 1870s.
Brown also studied the characteristics and -
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concepts relative to the American Indian as
portraved in children’s literature, but he was

concerned with the decade of 1963 te 1973,
and reported somewhat difizreﬂt findings
than Hoilman.'™ He found that stereotypes
remained during this time period but they
tender o be positive and complimentary.

The next five studies deal with sex stereo-
typing. Smith’s investigation assessed the de-
gree to which sex-rale stereotyping appeared

in children's books published between 1950
and 1974.%'° She reported a general underre-
presentation of female characters compared
to the representation of male characters dur-
ing the time period studied.

Sexism in childrén’s books was also the sub-
ject of Kose's study:"*! She used the same gen-
‘eral time period that Smith had investigated
. and arrived af similar conclusions, although
. she did state that male characters decreased
and female characters increased during the
*seventies. Hendter's study of role models for
boys and girls in contemporary picture books
further docimented the sexual sterectyping
. that has aceurred: 2 however, the researcher
pointed ‘out that hooks published in 1975
showed both children and adults engaged in

* jess-stereotyped behaviors than tn 1973,

- Nilsen investigated grammatical gender as
it doncerns children’s books."* Students se.
lected from the nursery scheol, first, third,
fifth, and seventh grades of a laboratory
school in Iowa, were participants i this
study. They were shown slides, involved in

. writing situations, and interviewed to find
out the pronouns they used to describe peo-

* ple, animals, and imagined contents of cer-
tain books whose titles included father dind
mar in the generic sense. When all-male pic-
turé elues accompanied a title; a masquline

interprefation was highiy likely, Further, the.

oider the children. the eloser were their mas-
culine or feminine responses te the predicted
stereatypes of gither boy or girl behavior.
The objective of Fisher's investigation wis
" to test the cdmmonly held belief that popular
magazine figlion reflects basic societal beliefs
and values '™ He examined the portrayal of
agpressive acts as a barometer of these beliefs
and values and concluded that the portrayal
ol aggression in popular fiction did not ap-
proximate complete aggression as.demon-
strated in society. .
Paston,'* Searson,"'" and Chaudoir'"” ex-
amined family life as viewed jn selected
wearks in- their dissertations. Poston found
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that while the children’s family-life fiction
works studied did provide some insight into
preadelescents’ problems and needs, the
overall home environment and family rela-
tionships described did not accurately reflect
contemporary situations. Searson reported
similar findings. The ngvels she studied to
determine the nature of adolescent cuiture
did not accurately reflect typical American
environments, family size, family composi-
ticn, educational situations, or social rela-
tionships.

From her study of the treatment of single-
parent families in contemporary realistic fic-
tion for voung people, Chaudoir found that
single-parent families who were main char-
acters ip contemporary realistic fiction for
adolescents were presepted clearly enough to
describé. Even though no identifiable preju-
dices related to this group were revealed, evi-
denices pf stereotyping were found through-
out the sample. T :

Seniar adults were the focus of Baggett's
study.'® Findings indicated that the majority
of senior adults portrayed in the novels pub-
lished for adolescents from 1960 to 1978 were
depicted realistically in most of the categories
studied;

The study by Locke was designed to inves-
tigate the way in which teachers are charac-
terized in modern juvenile fiction.!** He re-
ported ‘that most teacher characters were
either neutrally or negatively presented in the
sample bf materials he examined.

Barr studied the extent to which the immi-
grant was incloded and how hefshe was por-
trayed in children’s books recommended for
American libraries from 1883 to 1939.'% The

‘study produced the following major findings:
(1) immigrants were not depicted to any
great extent in the books recommended; and
(2) imnmigrants as a group were pictured in a
positive nianner, .

Colberg’'s purpose was to determine the ex-
tent to which moral and secial values were
presented in adventure stories {or boys writ-
ten between 1865 and 1900.'*! He concluded.
that boys’ adventure novels published™during
this period contained a predominance of the
same moral and social values found domi-
nant i adult culture,

Moral values were also the topic of St
John's investigation.*® She examined the ex-
tent to which the conflict between good and
evil wis present in children’s books published
between 1945 and 1972, Her major conelu-
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sion was that morality is still present in chil-
dren’s books.

Paris*™ and Darling!®* dealt with the way
in which occupations are treated in children's
materials. Paris concluded that children’s ve-
alistic fiction presented an unrealistically
limited view of the world of work, was not
valuable as'a source of accurate information
about careers, viewed manuoal labor nega-
tively, discriminated against women work-
ers, perpetuated occupational steTeotyping.
did not keep pace with changes in the eco-

nomic and social scene, and focused on

middle-class workers. Darling's study re-
vealed 2 major difference in the way impor-
tant topics relevant to industry were shownin
information books written for upper elemen-
tary students.

As a result of studving the presentation

#

#
/

/
children’s books on ecology and pollution.

Wehmeyer's study analvzed world-future .

images as they are depicted in children’s liter-
ature,'¥ The research concluded that the
novels examined tend to come to hopeful
rather than despairing conclusions; however,
the author’s view is as likely te be pessimistic’
as optimistic. Women novelists are neither
more nor less optimistic than men and, fi-
nally, books for vounger children are neither

more nor less optimistic than those for

seventh- and eighth-graders. :

Discerning trends in illustrations for ehil-
dren aspresented in three juvenile periodicals
published during the last quarter of the nine-

{teenth century was the'purpose of Hunt's dis- .

wertation.®* The changes that were noted in
he illustrations were attributed, at least in
part, o technological advances made during

o
characters in books set in the southern United~ the time period under examination,

States, Bellon found that there appeared to be
a general stereotype of the southern child.'*
He Further stated that charactérization was
such that there would probably not be sirong
identification by readers with southerners.

Moyer's study focused on books for chil-
dren about Mexicc and Mexican Ameri-
cans.'* Major findings revealed that in re-
cent vears there has been a significant
increase in the number of books publisked on
Mexico and its people. Further, the image of
Mexican Americans appeared to be realistic
and authentic when presented in children’s
books, but such presentations have been few
in number. ) o :

Tajeran’® and Samii'® dealt with Iran in
their studies. Tajeran’s study was designed to
explore the presence of Franian middle-class

values in story hooks for children. The inves-
tigator found that the values depicted most
frequently were honesty, justice, and work,
The least amount of attention was given to
cleanlines.

Samii examined the extent to which chil-
dren’s books on Iran were available and the
nature of the information provided in these
books. Her major conclusion was that there is
a wide variety of reading material on Iran
available for children that can be used assup-
plementary resource materiais.

Pettas proposed to investigate the coverage
of ecotogy., air poflution, and water pollution
in selected children’s seience books published
between 1960 and 1975 During the period
studied, there was a definite trend toward the
writing and publishing of interdisciplinary
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Access to Resources. The first four studies
relating to access to resources deait with the

adequacy of resources in a certain geographi- -

cal region or for a certain group of people.
Veitch measured school library media pro-
grams in Kentucky against state and national
standards to determine the degree to which

these programs met standards.®* Her data.

were collected from the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education reports and from ques-
tonnaires sent to public schoo! mediz librari-
ans and chief school! administrators in
Kentucky. Findings indicated that while one- '
half of the surveyed schools met the national
standards for professional staff, a majority of
the schools in Kentucky lacked adequate
print and nonprint collections or budgets,’
numb%f of clericat statf, physical facilities,
and district-level media services.” :

Guise used the same types of measures o’
determine the -adequacy of resources in .
Arkansas as compared to national stan. ”

dards. " Analysis of the data from duestion-.
naires sent to selectgd elementary- and
secondars-school libraries in the state re-
vealed that none of the libraries met the 1969
national schoo! library standards. .
School library media resources for excep-
tional students in the public schools of ¥lor-
ida were the foeus of Davie's study. ! A ques- -
tionnaire was used to obtain data from a
random sample of public schoals servimg

grades K-12 in Florida. A major finding of |

this study revealed that even though materi-
als were available for exceptional students, |
additional quantities were needed. There .
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was also & need for increased publicity and
awareness to stimnulate use of resources.

Onadiran proposed to study existing
secondary-sehool library resources in Nigeria
as a step toward dgveloping gtandards for
these libraries.””s Examination of informa-
tion gathered from a questionpaire sent to
selected secondary schools showed that

- secondary-school libraries were generally
“accidents” and clearly inadeguate.

Miiler.'™ Geppert,'* Moll,® and Flach-
man!® examined student access to school li-
brary media resources. Questionnaires and
interviews were used in Miller's study to as-

. certain the opinicns of high scheol seniorfs in
selected Michigan schools about the accessi-
bility of school library media resources.
Responses were examined. to determine the

_ relationship between selected student char-

. acteristics 2nd student opinions about acces-

! sibility. Fhe three variables that were found
to. be most related to the students’ opinions
Shout accessibility were status as media cen-
ter user, size of school attended, and aca-
demie rank. '

Geppert compared the information ob-
tained from Miller's 1974 survey of high
school senjors’ views of access to center re-

“sources with the views expressed by media
spedialists in southwestern Michigan second-
ary bchools about the same subject. A signifi-.
cant difference was demonstrated between

the rresults shiosn in Miller's survey and the
perceptions of the media -specialists, Media
specialists believed there was greater student

. access and greater student knowledge of
SGUICES, - :

" Mol examined children’s aceess to re-

sourees through the application of subjéct”

headings to children’s books. Specifically, the
purposes of the study weres (1} to analyze the

" vocabulafy levels of four basic subject head-
ings lists to identify which provided easiest
{inost readable} accesss and (3} to compare
MARC access 1o children’s books through ju-

" venile subjéct headingswith the reading lev.
* el of the books they described. The vocabu-
tary levels oft the subject-headings lists were
messured wsing methods developed by read-
ing specidlists. Subject headings of selected
‘children's books whose subject headings cor-
réspunded to MARC juventie headings werte
anatyzed for grade-fevel readability. Statisti-
cal tsts were emploved where appropriaste.
The highest vocabulary level {grade 7.7) was
found in the LG Hist, followed hy Sears (grade
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6.9), MARC (grade 6.4}, and LC Jr. (grade
6.0). Sofne relationship was discovered be-
eween 4 lognormal frequency level and
grade-level comprehension.

Flachman's intent was to investigate cata-
log use by high school students in school me-
dia centers, especiaily with potential auto-
smation ér computerization of the catalog in
mind, Interviews were used to determine the
information-seeking behavior of public high
schaol students using the card catalog. The
investigator concluded that since the major-
ity of searches by high school students werte
subject searches, a strict duplicatiod of a
computerized catalog designed for a college
or university library did not appear to be jus-
tified foi high school libraries.

The next eight stuclies deal with limitations
placed gn access to resources. Watson studied
adults’ feactions to contemporary junior nov-
els.!*® The specific purposes of his investiga-
tion were: {1) te determine the extent to
which adults felt responsible to judge and
controi fhe realistic-fiction selections accessi-
Ble to children twelve through fifteen years of
age, and (2) to ascertain the extent to which
parents of adolescents, teachers working with
adolescénts, and librarians serving adoles-
cents would react to the parental or profes-
sional control of literaty selections considered
abjectionable for adolescent readers. Aktitu-
dinal questionnaires and content analysis
were the methods used to collect data in this
study. Findings indicated that there was a
significant difference in the adult groups’ at-
titudes poncerning their Tight to control the
reading selections of adolescents. The vontent
analysis of the novels revealed that the most
censored aspect was objectionable language,
“followed by references to sexuality; deserip-
tions of antisocial behavior were viewed as
least chjectionzble,

Through guestionnaires sent to a random
sample af librarians, Pope studied the opin-

ions of school, college, and public librarians
concerning certain categories of sexually ori-
ented literature."' Librarians’ responses to
sexually oriented materials varied with the
type of material, More restrictive librarians
tended to be employed in school libraries, fe-
mate, older, less experienced, less educated in
librarianship, with backgrounds in the hu-
manitidgs or the sciences, and in administra-
tive positions,

Wood also examined censorship in public
libraries, schools, and academic institu-
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_ tionnaire was sent to public high school li-

" a questionnaire, Glover found that 54 per-
-cent of the librarians reported that they had

. did not accur at these three levels,

" Douma concluded that censorship was more

. L
tions.  He found that the number of censor-  # create problems in the English classroom.
ship attempts reparted doubled in the 1970s Utilization of Resources. The first seven
compared to the 1960s. High schools werethe  studies in this category deal with utilizaton -
rnost frequent tazgets of censorship and more  of resources by teachers in the instructional
than one-half of the attempts were suceessful.  process. Beilke investigated the problems of :
Bump’s investigation focused on the extent  acquisition and use of instructional materials .
to which censorship attempts affect librari-  encountered by secondary-school teachets in
ans in the book selection process.? A ques-  Michigan in the subject arcas of science, En-
glish, and sacial studies. ! Asa result of anial- -
ysis of data collected from questionnaires, !
Beiike reached three major conclusions: {1}
wses of media by teachers were related to cur
‘riculum need; {2) persisterfeeand effort chiar-
acterized teacher activities to obtain fre-
quently used media; and (3) teacher contacts |
with nearby sources were greater.than for -
tvpes located far away. oo
¥ ITinds used interviews and questionnaires
toanalyze the use of the library in New York’s
inner-city elementary schools. ™ Findings of
primary importance included: (1) utilizgtion
of library resources by teachers was found to ;
be positively related to the teachers’ previous
training in the use of the library: (2) teachiers .
who made use of a variety of teachipg ve-
scurces made extensive use of theiibré?’; and |
(3} there was a strong relationship between a i
positive attitude-of the administrator toward
the librarian and that librarian being a pro- .
fessional person. :

Corryv's stated objective was lo observe
whether the concept of media integration
into the curriculum had been provided: by
ideal¥brary media services.'® Scheol library
media prograss identified as exemplazy by
the New York State Education Depariment )
were studied through survevs of librarians

_and English teachers in these programs tode-
termine their perceptions of the quantity, va-
riety, and appropriateness of educational -
media usage by the English teachers. Carry
also designed a conceptual model for evatna- -
tian of library media services, Tt was found
that (1) the exemplary library media pro- -
grams were used mose frequently. offered
more education, and had more variety of me=
dia than the ordinary fiongrant schocls, and
{2) the inability of exemplary library media
programs to reach thegxpenditure levels rec-
ammended by the 1969 standards places'the
1975 standards in doubt.

Fertik exploted the use of Hterature and,
library -rescurces in teaching creative dra- .
maties.'! The author illustrated how the
teacher could use literature and nonprint me-

brarians to collest data for the study. This
instrument contained a list of highly censored
books from the Newsletier on Infellectual
Freedom. Librarians were asked to state if
the hooks were in their collection and, if not,
whether they planned to -purchase them at
some point in the future. Findings indicated
that librarians did not appear to be affected
by how many times a book had been cen-
sored. However, librarians usually did not
put in their coltections books that they found
to be personally offensive.

The study by Glover investigated the inci-
dence of censotship in Indiana secondary-
schoal media centers and attempted to deter-
mine if there were correlations between the
number of censorship eases and variables re-
lating to librarians, communities, and
schools.' Through analysis of the data from

experienced at least ane problem of censor-
ship, Further, no relationship was revealed
between the number of censorship cases and
the variables examined.

The extent towhich high school students in
Colorado were being provided sex education
bouks through public high school libraries
was the focus of Torke's study.'# On the basis
of examination of reviewing sources, the of-
ferings of selected book dealers, and high
school card catalogs, the investigator con-
cluded that censorship of sex education books

" The last bwo studies in this section are by
Douma®™ and Peterson.'"” They investigated
censorship atternp® upon English teachers.

successfully inhibited when schools had selee-
tion and comjlaint policies that conformed
to the guidelines recommended by the Ameri-
¢an Library Assoviation and the National
Council of Teachers of English. Alter analvz-
ing censorship incidents involving English
teachers during the period 1968-T4, Peterson
reparted that censorship was found to be a
mafer preblem and is expected te continue to

Spring 1982 . ' 229

dia to involve students in satisfying dramatic; *
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experiences that need not culmimate in story
dramatization. She also showed how differ-
ent forms of literature and library resources
can be incorporated into each stage of the
creative-dramatics process to éplore human
concerns common to all children.
The use of children’s nonfictional informa-
tional trade books in grades four through six
" in selected schools in Ilinois was the focus of
Robertson's study.*™ Questionnaires and in-
terviews provided the data used in this inves-
tigation. kt was found that teachers used the
" hogks in social studies more than any other
area; teachers manuzls and school librarians
were fypical sources of information on these
5 said more use would be made
of the books if there were less need to cover
the textbooks, \f classes were reduced in size,
if more infnrmat\ion on them were available,
i and if there were better library access; and
teachers saw the books as supplemental, with
first priority givgn to the textbooks.
Coughtin's sfudy was designed to explore
the utifizatioy of children's literature in the
instruetin of critical reading as part of the
teaching of literature.'s Through a field test
it was demonstrated that children’s fiterature
coutld be an effective instrument in the in-
struction of critical reading. s

The'last seven studies in this category deal

with utilization of reseurces by students. The

use of libraries and library resources by high
school students' for independent study proj-
ects was the focusof Mancall's study.'™ For
the purposes of er research, Mancall defined
““independent study projects”. as papers. proj-

*

.. .’Some basic problems that have

hindered the effective practice and

utilization of researchin school |
fibrarianship.. . . relate to the quality.
-of research, the development of a

research framewark and research:

- _priorities, the establishment of
bit?!iographic contro‘l‘and
dissemnination of relevant research,

-and the coordination and support of

research activities.
N

ects, or reports on individual topics, which
students wrate using sources other than class
texts, and for which there was a written rec-
ord by the students of sources used. Data

were gathered from bibliographies of student -

independent study projects, questionnaires,
and intérviews. Multivariate analysis was
used to examine the data, Findings included:
students sought information in more than one
tvpe of library, frequently using three to
four: one-half of the students used their own
home libraries; students cited menographs
almost fgur times more frequently than jour-
nal articles or other types of materials and

mast citations were to older items; the Read-

ers' Guide to Periodical Literature indexed
most of the journals cited by the students par-
ticipating in the study.

Roloff compiled a comprehensive anno-
tated bibliography on the use of nonprint me-
dia in learning.’® Based on her findings
about relevant studies, the investigator con-
cluded that there was a lack of scientific evi-
denee to support the use of nonprint media.
She stateid that until more thecretical studies
are completed, ronprint media should be
used cautiously in the jearning process.

Hemstead, '™ Seim,'™™ Roosevelt,'® and
Brady'® focused on the influence of different
types of media on the learning process. Hem-
stead's study proposed to isolate those compo-
nents that contribute to effective educational
communication. Selected . students were
given three tests (recall and comprehension,
media preference, and an attitude test) on the
five media presentations. Students indicated
a preference for print or pictures with sound.

. Student recall was best with pictures with

verbal spund, or print with verbal sound.
The latter two media resulted in the best stu-
dent attjtudes toward the learning explri-
ence. | -
The study by Seim was designed to ascer-
tain the effects of specific learner characteris-
ties on an individual's success in learning

_from either noncaptioned sound fimstrips or

captioned silent filmstrips. A sample of stu-
dents received both treatments, Findipgs in-
dlicated that field articulation and reading
performance were correlated significantly
with aghicvement as & result of viewing both
tvpes of filmstrips. Resultsavere greater when
captioned rather than noncaptoned film-
strips were used. .

Through  an  experimental  design,
Roosevelt examined the effect ol nonprintad-
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Unfortunately, . . ,questionable -
_ findings generated through
defective research designs are
utilized to support inadequate
- practices.

ies of doctorzl students have conducted no
research bevond their own dissertations, nor
have they engaged in continuing education
_activities to sharpen their research skills. At
times, they are unable to provide the guid-
anice peeded to develap a well-designed and -
executed research study. Another shortcom-
ing of some doctoral supervisory commitéees
. is that none of the group has expertise in the
* school library media area.

Additional problems are created for those
sipervising doctoral and other research, as
well as [or those conducting the studies, be-
causé of the broad area of concern to school
library media professionals. The comple-
mentary role plaved by the library media
program in cach subject area in the school

. makes it necessary to be knowledgesble
-~ abant the current developments and research

* finditgs if sound studies are to emerge, In an .

“era of specialization and infermation explo-
sions it becomes harder to keep abreast of
these developments and research findings,
even though they directly impact upon the

. ability of library media specialists to offer
more effective services. :

* Rewarch Framework and Prioritles. The

" second basic problem in the reseasch area s
the lack of an &greed-upon research frame;
work' and research priorities. Few atterapts
have been made to systematically delineaté a
anified frarhework into which each research
study in the school media area can be placed,

“The establishment of 2 framework is a key to
furture progress Since it will enable the profes.

Sion to'make more informed decisions about
research priorities.  Major researcli areas,
. problems. gaps, interrelationships, ete., will
be specificd in a logieal way. and peaple will
Py avare of the statis of research in the field.
Consequently. decision makers will be start-
ing with similar baseline data and overall
views of the field as they plot future diree-
tHons
A [irther advantege of systematicatly s
talddishing priorities s the identification ol
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top priorjty areas, which should encourage
researchels to make the best use of limited
resources'to deal with major problems in the
school library media area. Those seeking 1e-
searchable topics will be guided to areas of
key impdrtance and ideally will build upon
what hasialready been done to create impor-
tant new knowledge.

If a research framework and priorities are
to become vehicles for indicating future di-
rections, ‘though, they must reflect the «y-
pamic npture of the school library media
field. Tk framework and priorities assuine a
neolithicicharacter when there are no contin-
uing me4ns to evaluate and modify them for
current needs and developments. They must
be broad enough to recegnize the connection
with the larger frameworks of librarianship
and education. Faiture to identify these inter-
relationships will reinforee the insularity
which has soruetimes impeded progress.

Bii;fiogra;)hic Control and Dissemination.
The lack of bibliographic control of research
studies dand the failure to disseminate re-
search findings in an understandable way isa
third critical problem that handicaps those
who attempt to utilize and conduct reseasch
relevant. to schoot librarianship. There is no
central place in which one an locate a com-
prehensive Histing of research studies that in-
vestigate various aspects of the scheol library
media program. Onpe reason somg research
studies dealing directly with the school H-
brary media program are not identified in
library-related resources is because educators
and others cutside the library field use differ-
ent vehicles for reporting the investigations

" completed under their acgis, Further, in-

dexes supposedly designed to provide biblio-
graphic.contral of research reports use sub-
fect headlings that fragment rather than pull
together research on a topic. There is no more
thun perfunctory provision for the biblio-
graphic coupling of studies that constitute
“elusters of research” of the typesponsored by

‘several schools, as well as devices to relate

papers that replicate or build on-earlier stad-
jes, ; ~
Another area where many problems exist is
the dissernination of research findings. Very
littie abstracting is done in the field of school
librarv ‘media research, except through
FRIC, whose abstracts are limited in a num-
ber of instances, and Dissertation Abstracts
International. which is confined to com-
pleted doctoral dissertations and generalfy is
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aptations of baoks bn motivation for volun- ;

teer reading. The major conclusion drawn
from the findings was that the utilization of
book-related media is a moderately effective
strategy to promote volunteer reading of cer-
tain titles.

Brady's study was designed to evaluate the
relative effectiveness of three different types
of media—16mm fiim, slide-audio tape
without:a discussion component, and printed
script alone. Six groups of students took part

_in the test. The investigator concluded that in
the measures of concept acquisition and atti-
tude toward mode of instruction, there was
no statistically significant difference among
the varipus media.

The final investigation pertaining to utili-
zation ‘of resources was conducted by
ORourke.'*® This study was designed to as-
certain the relationship between recreational
reading hahits of ninth-grade students and
those of their parents. An inventory of read-
ing experiences was used to measure the rec-
reational reading habits of a sample consist-
ing of 150 student-parent pairs. A significant
relationship was fourd between student and
parent reading habits in use of libraries, me-
chanics;of reading, and books. The majority
in both’groups did not use a library card, did
not think libraries should be open lenger, nor
did théy use downtown libraries. Finally,
there was a relationship between student and

_parent habits cancerning the sharing of books
with peers and the number of books pur-
chased,

PROBLEMS RELATING
TO RESEARCH IN
SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP

The present review of dissertations on pro-
grams and resources, as well as other research
activities in the [eld, suggests some basic
probiems that~have hindered the effective
practice and utilization of research in school
librarianship. Thgse problems relate to the
quatity of research, the development of a re-
search framework and research priorities, the
establishment of bibliographic control and
dissemination of relevant research, and the
coordination and support of resedrch dctivi:
ties. - h

The Quality of Research. Untu quite re-
cently, many schoot library -media profes-
sionals exhibited little interest in using Te-
search findings to provide solutions to their
problems. Now, as educators and athers de-
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many months behind in its inclusion of cur-
rent dissertations. ERIC isalso constrained in
its means of acquiring vesearch reports not
done under government auspices. These are
usually submitted by researchers on a volun-
tary basis to be evaluated for inclusion in
ERIC publications. The indexing systems
used by ERIC and Dissertation Abstracts In-
ternational sometimes make it difficult to re-
trieve all relevant documents.

Few journals offer space to summaries of
school library research: therefore, many re-
ports are missed or treated incidentally in

“news notes. This is especially true of findings

of research projectsin related disciplines that
have implications {or the library media spe-
cialist, In addition, research findings relating
to the library media program are rarely com-
municated to administrators and other school
personnel on a continuing basis through their
professional journals or'by other means, un-
less the library is examined as a part of a
larger project.

Coordination and Support. The last prob-
lems to be dealt with are coordination and
support of research efforts. At this point
school library media research is jn large part
noncumulative and fragmentary. National as
well as state and local plans for coordinatien
of research in the school library media field
must be worked out if duplication of effort is
to be avoided. This would also servé to utjlize
personnel more effectively and afford re-
searchers a chance to focus on specific prob-
lems {using interdisciplinary research teams
whenever possible) within a contzolled situa-
tion,

Finally, the minimal level of monetary and
ather types of support promises to continue to
greatly handicap research efforts in the
school library media area. In the present {is-
cal climate there is little opportunity to ob-
cain the funds necessary to address priority
research areas adequately, or to build a
much-needed cadfe of outstanding research-
ers devoting their full attention to major ar-
eas of poncern. However, until school library
media professionals recognize the impor-
tance of these needs and acknowledge the
central role that research must play in facili-
R

. . . Future research will need to be
concentrated on priority areas.
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mand more objective data to demonstrate the
worth of school library media programs,

practitioners are turning to research in the

field. Unfortunately, many lack the skills to’

evaluate the quality of research studies, so:
questionable findings generated through de-.

fective research designs are utilized to sup-",

port inadequate practices. Often, research
methodologies and techniques are not under-
stood well enough to determine which find-
ings can be applied te practice.

Lack of evaluative skills has tendéd to

hamper improvement in the quality-pf re-’

search. There is little pressure to upgrade in-
vestigations, since scant criticism of weak-
nesses or praise of strengths can be found in
(the literature. Consequently, as one looks at
doctoral dissertations commpleted between
1972 and 1980, the same desige and related
problems foimd in studies condueted in the
1960s and early 1970s are'still oceurrifg. A
numbér of them use biased or nonrandom
samples, attempt to generalize from a very
limited situation, duplicate resegrch that has
heen done in the past, use vhrefined instru-
ments to test complex aspects of a program,

employ indistinct terminology, make unwar-: .

ranted assumptions, or rely almost exclu-
sively on survey methodology in their re-
search. Compounding these problems: are
those that would inevitably occur any time
human beings are involved in a research en-
deavor, Situations cannot be held statie. nor
will they be the same from place to place:and
qualitative elements often central in this tvpe
of research are difficult to'measure. ;
Fwo other important factors atfecting the
quality of research are the level of expertise of
those conducting the major portion of re-
search in the school library media field. and
" thedegree of competence of these supervising
doctoral studies. It is ufrealistic to assume
that most doctoral students completing their
first research study will possess thie skills nec:
essary to produce an itstanding piece of re-
search. Enstead, they are in the process of ac-
quiring the expertise that will enable them to
deal effectively with major research prob-
lems in the future. Some students look upon
the dissertation strictly as a requirement to be
fulfilled. Consequently, the topic, the time
frame, and the treatment are governed by
what isimanageable within a certain period
of time tather than by which prohlems are
maost pressing. )
Often, thase supervising the research stud-
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tating the operation of school library media
programs, chances are slight that sufficient -

- emphasis will be placed on developing objec-

tive aniswers to crueial.issues confronting the -
Field. : ‘
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR

FUTURE RESEARCH STUDIES

The problems identified in the preceding
section have prevented research from having
any really lasting impact on schoel librarian-
ship. Thissituation will have ta be drastically
altered in the near future as there is préssure
from many different sectors to justify library
media programs and their effects on the edu-!

cation of students. To this end, much future!:
4research will need to be concentrated on pri-

ority areas. A number of these areas are listed
below with some broad questions that pro-

vide a more specific indication of the. in- - '

tended direction of needed research. .
1. User needs studies of those served by the
library media program
a. What information. do students,
teachers and administrators need in
order to complete educational
tasks?
b.  How do they use the information?
c. How do they obtain the informa-
. tion they need?
d.  What types of educational needs :
can best be met by the school li-
brary media program?

e.  How can the school library media @

staff most expeditiously and effec- -
tively meet these nesds? =
£ What factors most [acilitate/inhibit -
the ability of the library media pro--
gram to meet user needs? ;
g.  How can materials be best orga-
nized to meet students’ and teach-
ers educational needs?
Theoretical studies developing and evalu-
ating underlying pinciples of school Ti-
brarianship .
a.  Should a stheol library  media .
staff’s primary services be offered to-
] teachers or te students? .
h.  To what degree should the recrea-
tional needs of students be served in
the school library media program?
‘e Should all materialsbe availableon’
the same basis to'all people in the
 school? :
d.  What principles of information sci-
ence can be effectively applied to
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3. Studics investigating the newer technolg-
gies

%, What are library media profession-

+ al¢ roles in planning, housing, uti-
lizing, providing in-service training
for, and evaluating the newer tech-
nologies?  :

b.  When and o what degree is auto-
mation justified in a schoo! library
media program? At the district
level?

¢. - How can newer technologies be
used effectively in various types of
media programs and at diflerent

. levels? .

d.  Arenewer technologies more effec-
tive than more traditional methods
in teaching certain types of chil-

. dren? Co
e. What factors are most instrumental
' in promoting effective use of newer
“« technologies in school library me-

\._ dia programs?® :

§, What role can/shouid district,
state, and federal school media per-
sonnel play in promoting effective
use of newer technologies? =~

4. Studies of the role 'of the school Ebrary
media program and staff in educational
settings of the present and future

a.  What econtributions is the library”

" mediu specialist best equipped to
make in planning, impiémenting,
and evaluating instruction? '

b. - Through what means ¢an proles-
sional library media personnel es-”
tablish effective partnerships with
teachers in planning, implement-
“ing. and evaluating instruetion?

c. What Tactors -must be. present for

. the lilirary media specialist to fune-

.. tion effectively as a member of the
teaching team?

d. How can the media professicnal

© continually “promote intellectual
freedom and a spirit of inguiry in
the sehaol?

[ How canishould district personsel
assist sehool library media profes-
_sinnals to function effectively in an
instructionst role?
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school library media programs?

educetional and child-
development .theories wrovide the

. basis for library media skills pro-
grams and for the selection of me-
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tion. Liniv. of Washington, 1973}
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. fornia, 155‘04.‘)6{'}“ {[3.L..5. dissertation, Co-
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ATET (P, dissertation. Florida .

{. What are the most effective meth-

7

ads of teaching library media skills
tostodents?

What Futures are possible for school
library media programs? Which
are probable? Which are most de-
dirable? and, What issues must be
addressed by the school library me-
dia profession to achieve the future
{t has chosen as most desirable?

h.  What types of systematic plans for

change to ensure maximum diffu-
sion and use of new services and in-
novatien have been developed and
implemented by school ibrary me-
dia professionals?

i What importance do school libyvary

media professionals attach to diffu-
sion of innovation activities?

i what major barriers must be over-

come for diffusion of innovation to
take plaee more rapidly in the
school library medta areat?

" k. What factors promote diffusion of

(919

6.

gram

innovation in school librarianship?

. Studies of the effects of 4 school library

media progrant on teaching and learning

a. What effect doks a library media
professional functioning in an in-
structional role have on a classtoom
environment? .

b. Towhat extent does increased indi-
vidualization of instruction cccur
in classrooms using the library me-

- dia specialisi on the instructional
team?

c. Ta what extent do teachers receiv-
ing instructional assistance from:
the library media specialist become
more effective presenters of instruce-

' tional activities?

d. Do the inclusion of the library
media speciatist in the instructional
process lead to significant improve-
ment in student self-concept?

Studies promoting the school medic pro-

a,  What effects havestate and federal
scheol library media legislation had
on school library media programs?
On students and teachers in
schools? .

" b, Whatfactors have led to strong leg-

an.

islative programs in the school Ji-
- brary medid arca at national, state,
and local levels?

o, To what extent and in what wavs
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o

do district and state level library
media programs affect the develop-
ment and support of local school li-
brary media services?

What factors promote effective
state and district school library me-
dia programs?

What marketing techniques are
most successful in selling school -
brary media programs in various
situations?®

To what degree are library media
specialists  knowledgeable about
marketing techniques that can be
used to promote school library me-
dia programs?

What roles have state and national
professional library media associa-
tions plaved in promoting positive
developments in the school library
media area?

What factors inhibit/facilitate the
ability of state and national associa-
tions to play a major role in advane-
ing school library media programs
and the profession? )
What methods can be used by li-
brary media professionals to be-
come more effcctive in  the
collective-bargaining area®

. Studiey concentraling on administering
the school media pragram

What is the effect of various organi-
zational patterns in the school dis-
trict and in thie school on funding
for library média programs?

To what extent does the use of dil-
ferent types of planning procedures
confribute to the success of school
library media programs?

Towhat degree do professional per-
sonnel’s amount and type of in-
volvement in the budgeting process
in the sclool and in the district al-
fect the funds allocated to thie k-
brary media program?

To what extent are professional
schoo} library media standards a
valid indicator of the quality of
school library media proarams?
What means are used by library
media professionals to evaluate
their programs? Are those effective
methods of assessment? )

To what extent do librafy media
professionals use accepted person-
nel mansgement techniques in
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‘dealing with personnel working in
the library media center?

8. Studies of cooperation among various
types of libraries .
a.  What differences has. participation

in networking made in organiza-
tional structures of individual
school library media programs?

b, Do scheol librazy media programs

receive equal treatment in ard pro-
vide equal contributions to Hbrary
networks? x

c. How can traditional barriers to co-

aperation be gvercome in the school -
Iibrary media area? .

% Studics on preservice and continuing edu-
cation
a. To what degree are educators in

preservice  education  programs
equipped to educate school library
media professicpals for present and
future positions? ’ )

b.  What type of educational experi-

ences, technigues, ete., are most
likelv to foster a professional atti-

tude among school library media:
spectalists? :

c. What are the elfects on teachers

and administrators of pre-service
and in-service training about the
rale of the schoo} library media pro-
gram it an educational setting?

d.  Towhatdegreearecontinuingedu-

cation activities.presently meeting
the needs of schoal library media
professionals?

Immediate attention to these and other re-
lated areas through properly executed and
designed research studies will result in objec-
tive data that could radically alter the prac- .
tice of scheol librarianship and point school
library media professionals toward a future
filled with opportunitigs to greatly contrib-
ute to the education of students. :
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Use of Information Svstems by Soclal Studies

Teachers in Six Secondary Schools™ (Pluid. !

dissertation, Indiana Unic,, 1973).

Chervl A. Metoves, “Ferceptions of the Mo-
hawk FElementary Students of Library Ser
vices Provided by the National Indiun Bdu-
caticn Association Library Project as Con-
tlucted on the Akwesasne (58, Regis) Mohawk
Reservation™ (Ph.DD, dissertation. Indisna
Univ., 1976G).

Shirlev A, Henslowe, “Development - and
Validation of a Basic Library Locationul
Skills Model for Elementary School Librury,
Reading, and Secial Studies Education”™
sEd.D, dissertation. Univ, of British Colum-
bia, 1978).

. Harry ¥. Uvehara, “The Construction and

Validation of a Learning Hierarchy for a Li-
brary Skill Study Unit: Locating Infarmation
in the School Library Media Ceater by Con-
sulling the Card Catalog File” {Ed. D, dissor-
tution, Columbia Univ, Teachers College,
1978). .o

Cerald R, Barkholz, " A Validation Stadv ol a
Learning Module on Sclected Library Skills
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16.
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45.

49.

52,

for the Seventh Grader™ (Ed. 1), dissertation.
Univ.-of Florida, 1976). - :
Shirley 5. Wilbert, * A Study of Competench-
Based Instrzction to Determine Hs Vialility:
as a Technigue for Teaching Basic Library
skills to a Selected Sample of Seventh Grade
Students” (£h.D. dissertation. Wayne State
Univ., 1976},

. Elsie K. Brainard, "A Study of the Effective-
ness of Seven Alternative Media Presentations
nn the Teaching of Setected Research Skills to
Sixth Graders” (EA.T). dissertation, Rutgers
Univ., 1978). )
fanc B. Smith. “An Exploratory Study of Yhe
Effectiveness of an Ionovative Process Des
signed to Integrate Library Skills ipte the
Curcieulum™ (Ph.D. dissertation, George
Peabody College for Teachers, 1978).

[, Norma C. Bobetis, “Relationship of Modesof

Instruetion and Bilingnalism to Achievernent
in Librar: Skills” (Ph.I. dissertation. Univ,

. of New Mexico, 1978). .

Donald F. Selimer, “Teaching Fourth Grade
Childrer: to Use a Librare Catd Catalom A
Programmed Approach™ (Ed.D “Hisserta-
tion, Ball State Univ., 1973). .

Lucretia L. Fudge, “Individualized Instruc-
tion in Using the Readers”-Guide, Applying
Aptitude Treatment Interaction” {D.L.5.
dissertation, Univ. of Southern’ California,
1978). )

. Anne M. Hyland, “Development and Admin-
istration of the Ohio School Library/Media
Test: An Instrument for Assessing a Student’s
Library/Medin Abilty” (Ph.D. dissertation,
Uuniv..of Toledo, 1878).

. Beginald A, Ginn, "Individualizing Tnstrue-

tian through the Elementary S¢hool Librury
Media Center™ {E4.D. dissertation, Univ. of
Alubama, 1974). ’ :
Rabert L. Freese. “An Instrument for the
Evaluation of Sonth Daketa Library Media

Prograns™ (Ed.D. dissertation. Usiv. of - )

South Drakota, 1979,

. Iiikbaruddin Khawaja, “Standards for the

Evaluation of Library Frograms of the See-
" ondazy Schools of Pakistan™ {Ed.D. disserta-
_tion, Univ. of Vieginia. 1979).

54. Darothy M. Shields, “£Fault Tree Approach

t Analyzing School Likrary Media Serviees™
{Ed. D, dissertation, Brigham Young Univ., -
19774 . i

. Arthor H. Bantiv. A Surver and Anadusis of

the Extent of Implementation of the 1969
Standards for Schoot Modia Peagrams in Se-
leeted Publie Elementary and Secondary
Schools in the New England States™ (Ed.D.
dissertation. Boston Univ., 1977},

56, Ola M. Hutchizon, "A Study of Secondary :

School Library Media Programs in the Public

 Sehools of Alabami as Compared to National

Standards of Media Resources fur the Poriod
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58,
59.
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63,
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1967 through. 1972° {Ph.D. dissentation.
Univ. of Alabama, 1977},

7 Nina N. Martin, “A Bongitudinal Study of

Diserepancies between Nutional Media Stan-
dards and Media Resources jp Alabama Ele-
mentary Schools™ (Ed.D. cﬁ?&s’ertatinn, Au-
burn Univ., 1974),
Elizabeth B. Mann, “The Florida Public
Sehool Library Media Program. 1969-707
{Ph.D. dissertation, Florida State Univessity.
1972). )
Jayne E. Brill, "San Francisco Bay Area Ele-
mentary Scheol Library Media Centers.
1976-1977" (Ed.D. dissertation, Brigham
Youny Univ., 1977].
Vera M. Grinstead. ~A Study of the Effects of
Accreditation on the Services Offered by
School Library Media Centers in Selected EL
ementary Schools of Kentucky”™ (Ed.D. dis-
‘sertation, Univ. of Kentucky, 1973},
Cynthia C. Woodington, “The Effets ol Ele-
mentary School Library Accreditation on the
Development of Selected Librare-Related
Skills” {(Ph.D. dissertation, Univ. of Missis-
sippi. 1978},
Virginia L. Opocensky, “A Comparison of
Library-hedis Centérs in Public Residential
Schools for the Deal with Standards for
Library-Media Centers in Schools for the
Deaf™ (Ph.I, dissertation, Usiv, of Ne-
hraska, 1975).
Myroa H. Slick, "An Assessment of the Li-
brary Programs of the Area Vocatipnal-
\Technicat Schools in Pennsylvania”. {Ph.D..
dissertation, Univ. of Pittsburgh, 1977).
~ Valerie ] Downes. "A Study of Quantitative
* and Qualilative Fuctors in School Media Pro-
prams in 137 Selected Sehool Districts in Hi-
nois” (Ph.D. dissertation. Loyola Univ. of
Chicaya, 1973) .
Sandra |, Crowther, A Study ol the Media
Program of the Lawrence, Kansas, Public

Schonl System” {Ed.D. dissertation, Univ, of

Kansas, 1977). ) )
JoAnn V. Rogers, “Teachers and Medig Re-
“sourets in Selected Appalachian Secondary
Schonls: A Study of Artitudes, Usage, and
Knowledge of Medsa Center Fundamentals”
(Ph.D. dissertation, Univ. of Pittshurgh,
A9TTL L :

7. Rului K. Woud, “"Teacher Use of Tibrary

Mediz Centers in the Futare: A National
Needs Asessment by Use of Delphi with
Fault Tree Analysis of This Assessment for
Instroctional Developrment™ {Ed B diseria-
tinn, Brigham Younyg Univ., 1977).

Annctte C. Allen, “An Evaluative Study of
the Public Secondan, Schont Lilirariesf Media
Centers of Mississippi, FIT6-1977" {Ed.D.
dissertativi, Univ, of Mississippi, 1977},
9. Milton R. Christison. "An Examination of Se-
fected Variables Associated - with Instrue-
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109, Richard \W. Brown, “Churacteristics and

Coneepts of American Indians in Childrer's
Fictional Literature Published between 1963
and 19737 {E4.D. dissertation, Temple
Univ., 1978},

Rona Smith, "Sex-Role Stereotyping in Se-
lected American Children's Fiction from
1050 to 19747 (Ph.D. dissertation. New Yaork
Univ.. 19785,

Helen G. Koss, A Comparison of Sexism in
Trade Books for Primary  Children,
1950-1953 and 1970-19737 (Ph.D. disserta-
tinn. Univ. of Conpecticut, 1979),

%, Marjoric L. Hendler, "An Analysis of Sex

Rale Attributis, Brhaviars, ancd Gecupations
in Contemporary Children's Picture Books”
(Pi.D. dissertation, New York Univ., 1976).

 Aleen P, Nilsen, “Grammatical Gender and

lts Relationship to the Egual Treatment of
Males and Females in Children's Books™
(Ph.D. dissertation, Univ, of Llowa. 1973

. David £. Fishier. “Ageression asa Functionof -

Sex and, Socioeconomic Status in Popular
Magazine Fiction in the School Library”
{Ph.D. dissertation, Univ. of Missouri. 1978).

. Teresa G. Poston. " Preadolescent Needs and

Probiemns as Seen in Family Life Figtion Pub-
tished hetween the Years 1965 and 1975: A
Content Analysis™ (Ph.D. dissertation. Flor-
ida State Univ,, 19761
Y\iaril}'nﬁgfar-.-un."Adn!waueni Cubture in Jun-
inr Novels; A Content Analysis of Sefecied .
Junior Novefs Becommended in the 1972,
1973, and’ 1974 Supplements of the Junior
High Schuaol Library Catglog” (Ph.D. disser-
tation, Floridia State Univ. . 19751

Mary H, Chutcdalr. " The Single Parenl Fam-
ily’ in . Contemporary Healistic Fiction Tor
Young People’ (PRD. disertation, Indiana

* Lniv.. 1979 .

“
Marv C. Bagpetl, "A Study of the Image of

_the Senior. Adalt in Selected Regommended
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American Fiction Intended for Adolescunts.
19650- 19787 (Ed. D, dissertation, )
State Unig.. L9501 .
Dunean A. Locke, “Teachers as Character-
red in’ Contemporary Juvenile, Fiction™
PhD, dissertation, Univ. of Oregon, 197491,
Jonet C Barr, "The [mumigrant in Children’s
Fiettorial Bordks Recommended for American
Librarics, 18831039 (Ph.D. dissertation.
{ndiana Univ., 197061

 Thanald A. Gotheng, “Moral und Sccial Val-

nes i American Adventure Noveds Tor Boys™
(PR3, dissertation., Univ. ol Alionesota.
175 :

. Barhara A.S1. Jishn, '::'l'hr Partraval olEvil in

Seleeted  Children's  Books,  145-14727
(Eel 13 dissertation., Univ. of Tolede, 1973).
Janelld A, Paris, " A Comparative Analinis of
Ocenpatinn Presented in Childron's Bealistic
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tignal Materials Centers™ {Ph.D. disserta-
tion, Univ. of Wisconsin, 1973},

. Yvonne D. Hodson. “Value and Functions of
the Schonl Library Media Center as Per-
ceived by Fourth and Sixth Graders and
Their Teachers in Compared School Set-
tings (Ph.DD. dissertation, Stale Univ. of
New York at Buffalo, 1978).

71. Charles A, Jones, "The Georgria Publie School

Library Media Program, 1965-19757 (Ed. D,
dissertation, Univ., of Georgia. 1977).

. Margaret W. Denman, TAn Evaluation of
Audiovisual Educationsl Media Programs in
Selected AAA High Schools in the State of
Missouri, 1977-1978" (Ph.D. dissertation,
Texas Woman's Univ., 1979).

. Dravid V. Loertscher. “Media Center Services
ta T achers in Indiana Senior High Schools,
1973-1973" (Ph.D. dissertation, Indiana
Univ,, 1973).

. Janet G. Stroud, “Evaluation of Media Cen-
ter Services by Media Stalf, Teachers, and
Students in Indiana Middle and Junior High
Scheyels™ (Ph.D), dissertation, Purdue Univ.,
1976}, «

. Nancy W. Burt, "The School Library Media
in an Era of Change: Programs/Services Seen
as Sypportive by Students. Teachers, Princi-
pals, and Library Media Specialists” (Ed.D.
dissertation, Univ. of Southern Californis,
1956).

. Barbiara R. Pailing, "An Evaluation of the
Audiovisual (Educational Mediz} Agencies,
Materials and Equipment in Selected Public
Sehools of the State of Mississippi™ (Ph.D. dis-
sertation. Texas Woman's Univ., 1879).

7. Dale E. Becker. “Social Studies Achievement

of Pupils in Scheols with Libraries and
Schaols withont Libraries™ (Ed D dissesta-
tionaUniv. of Pennsylvania, 1972).

. Clvde 1. Greve. “The Relationship of the
Avzifability of Libraries to the Academic
Achievement of Fowa High Scheol Seniors™
(Ph.D. dissertation, Univ, of Denver, 1974),

78. Rudblph P. Miller, Jr.. A Study of the Selec-

&0

tinn and Evatustion Practices of the Instrue-
tion#! Media Service Centers of the Penn-
“sylvania Intermediate Units™ {Ed.D. disser-
tatign, Univ, of Pittshurgh, 1977},

. ]udi'th H. Mastess, “Fihe Evaluzation and Se-
teetion: A Study of Practices In the New York
State BOCES™ {D.L.S. dissertation, Colum-
bia Univ., 1977).

. Anne M. Billeter, “Sclection of Children’s

Buoks Tor Public and Schoal Librarics: Exam-

ination of the Books by the Local Librarian as

a Method of Selection” {(Ph.B). dissertation,

Uni, of Hllinois, 19749

Mildred K. f.aughlin, “The Beadubility of

the Fusy-to-Bead Trade Books™ (Ph.D. dis-

sertition, Univ, of Qklahuma, 1973).

82, Barbura F. Dompa, ~A System for Selecting

134,

123,

126.

136,

137
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Fiction™ (Ph.D). dissertation, Texas Woman's
Univ.. 1977},

Deanis E. Darling, “The Classification and
Analysis of Tndustriai Topics Represented in
Juienile Information Trade Books™ (Ph.D.
dissertation, Michigan State Univ., 1974).
Flmer C. Bellen, "A Content Analysis of
Chitdren's Books Set in the South™ (E4.D.
distertation. Univ. of Tennessee, 1973).
Datothy C. Mover, “The Growth and Devel-
apment of Children’s Books about Mexico
and Mexiesn Americans” (Ed.D. disserta-
liof, Lehigh Univ., 1974},

. Zarintaj T. Tajeran. "A Confent Analysis of

{ranian Children's Story Books for the Pres-
ence of Socizl and Moral Values™ (ED.D. dis-
sertation, Univ. of the Pacific, 1980}

. Mgrilyn T. Samii, “An Assessment of Books

oniIran for Children™ (Ed.D. dissertation.
Lehigh Univ., ¥973).

. Floise . Pettus, ~A Study of Ecology, Air

Pullution. .and Water Poliution in Selected
Recommended Books for Elementary Grades
Published in the United States, 1960-1975"
(Ph.D. dissertation, Florida State Univ.,
1977). :

. Liftian M. Wehmeyer, “World-Future im-

ages i Children's Literatuse™ (Ph.D. digser-
tation, Univ. of Californis. Berkley, 1978).

. Mary Alice Hunt. “Frends in Hlustrations for

Children as Scen in Selected Juvenile Periodi-
cals, 1875-1900" (Ph.D. dissertation. Indi-.
ana Griv,, 1973).

. Caral §. Veiteh, "An Analysis of School Li-

brary Media Resources in Kentucky as Com-
pared with State and National Standards”

_Ph.D, dissertation, Univ. of Filtsburgh,
1078y, -
. Boiamin R. Cuise, A Survey of Public

School Library  Resourees in Arkansas”
(Ecl.1D. dissertation, North Texas State Univ.,
19723,

. Judith ¥. Davie, "ASarvey of Schaol E.ibre;ry

Media Resonrees [r Exceptional Students In
Florida Public Schools”™ (Ph.D. dissertation,
Florida State Univ.. 1979).

. Giniya T. Onadiran, “A Study of Sckoat Li-

brary  Resources in Selected Sceondary
Schools in Nigeria” (Ed.D. dissertavion, Bos-
ton Univ., 1977).

Marilva L. Miller, “Student Aceess to School
Library Media Center Resources as Viewed
hy High School Seniors in Soulhwestern
Michigan Schools Aceredited by the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools™
(Ph.T}. dissertation, - Univ. of Michigass.
HIG).

CAlida L. Geppert, “Stuedent :\ccmsibi?il}' to

Sehool Library Media Center Resources as

.
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Media for School Library Collections Based
on the Matching of Task, Stimulas, and
Learner Variables' (Ph.D. dissertation, Case
Western Reserve Univ., 1875).

Mary K. Biagini, “Measuring and Predicting
the Reading Orientation and Reading inter-
ests of Adolescents: The Development and
Testing of an Instrument” (Ph.D. disserta-
tion. Univ, of Pittshurgh, 1980).

. Polly 5. Clarke, “Reading Interests and Pref-

crences of Erdian, Black, and White High
School Students™ (Ed. 1. dissertation, North
Texas State Univ., 1973).

Mary E, Stevens. "The Recreational Reading
Book Choices of Gifted Children in Grades
Four, Five. and Six in Dade County, Florida,
Public Schools™ (EQ.D. dissertation, Univ. of
Miumi, 1977), -

. Robert }. Grover, " The Relaticnship of Read-

ability, Content, Illustrations, and Other
Format Elements to the Library Book Prefer-
enees of Second Grade Children™ (Ph.D. dis-
sertation, Indiana Univ,, 1976),
Cornelia. V. Lawson, “Children’s Reasons
and Motivations for the Selection of Favorite
Baoks” {Ed.D. dissertation, Usniv, of Arkan-
sas, 1972).

Luonard B. Missavdge, " A Study of Selected
Characteristics of Reviewsand Endexes of Au-
diovisual Materials from 1869 through 1872"
(Ph.[. dissertation, Florida State Univ.,
1977). '

Dorothy M. Haith, "A Content Anzlysis of
Information about Educational Filmstrips in
Selecled Periodicals” (Ph.D. dissertation, In-
diana Univ., 19732),

Ellen W, Mahoney. A Content Analysis of
Children’s Bdok Reviews from Hern Book
Magazine, 975" (Ph.D. dissertatipn, Univ,
of Illinois, 1979). .

. Jane Pool. " The Selection of Scienee Books for

Elementary Schooi Libraries: An Analysis of
Selection from National Selection Sources
and from a Local Buying List” {Ph I3, disser-
tation, Univ. of Tliineis, 1972).

Wends K. Sutton, A Study of Selected Alter-
nate Literary Conventions in Fiction for
Children and Young Adults and an Examina-
tion: of the Responses of Professionals Influen-

cinl in Invenile Eiterature to the Presence of

These Conventions” (Ph.D.  dissertation.
Michigan State Univ.. 1978},

Myles E, Hill. “The Philosophical Aspeets of
the Newhery Medal Award  Books,

1922-1971 (Ph.D. dissertation.. Arizona
State Univ., 1974).

. Manuet Darkatsh, “An In-Depth Examina-

tion of the Distinguishing Charactesistics of
Newbery Award-Winning Books of Fiction
versus Current Popular Books of Fiction {for
Children” (Ed.D.  dissertation, Univ. of
Penasylvania, 1975}, :
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. Arna E. Weller, “The Porirayal ef the Fe-
male Character in the Newbery Award
Bgok«;“ (Ph. D, “dissertation, Indiana Univ.,
1977). :

7. Mary S. Ryder. "Personal Valtes and Values
Identified in Newbery Medal Award Books . -

by Students and Children's Librarians”
{Ed.D. dissertation, Univ. of Denver, 1978},
. Patricia B. Roberts, "The Female Image in
the Caldecott Medal Award Books™ (E4.D.
dissertation, Univ. of the Pacific, 1975).

. Jean §. Nist, *The Mildred L. Batchelder

Award Books, 1968- 1477+ A Decade of Hon-
ored Children’s Literature in Translgtion™ )
(Ed.D. dissertation, Auburn Univ., 1977).
Barbara R. Herrin, ~A History and Analysis
of the William Allen White Children’s Book
Award” {Ph.D. dissertation, Kanasa State
Univ., 1979},
Betty M. Morgan, “An Investigation of Chil-
dren’s Books Containing Characters from Se-
lected Minority Groups Based on Specified .
Criteria” (PhD. dissertation, Univ. of 'Illi-
nois. 1973).
Miriam Offenberg, “Rucial, Religious, and
Ethnic Characterization in Detection Fiction
Found in High School Librarie™ (Ph.D. dis-
sertation, New York Urniv., 1974). .
LilliAan B, Williams, “Black Traditions in
Children’s Literature: A Cantent Analysis of
the Text and Hlustrations of Picture Story
Books about Black People in the United-States
to Determine How Selected Black Traditions
Have Been Partraved and to Detérmine |
What {mpacet Thése Portrayals Have on the
Self Coneept of Children Who Are Exposed
to the Books™ (Ph.D. dissertation, Michigan
State Univ.. 1979).
Leonard P. Bazelak, “A Content Analysis of
“Tenth-Grade Students’ Responses to Black
Literature, Inciuding the Effect of Reading
This Literature on Attitudes towards Race”
{Ed.I}. dissertation, Syracuse Univ., 1973}.
Rosalie B, Kiah, A Conteat Analysis of Chil-
dren’s Conternporary Realistic Fiction about
Black People in the United States to Deter-
mine If and How a Sampling of These Stories -
Portray Selected Salient Shared Expetiences
of Black People” (Pha4). dissertation, Michi-
ran State Univ., 1976}, Co -
Sophic P. Rosner, 4 Descriptive Study to
identify Manifestations of Racist Ideofogy of
Whites toward Blacks in Pietyze Bocks Pub-

. lished in the United States: 1939, 1964, 19697

(Ph.1. dissertation, New York Uaiv., 1975).
Marcia W, Posner, “A Search fpr Jewish Con-
“tent in American Children’s Fictich™ (Fh.D.
- dissertation, New York Univ., 1880). -
Grace G, Hoilmun, “Voices urd lmages of
the American Indian in Literature for Young
People™ {Ph.D. disserfation. Bali State Univ.,
1980). '
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'AASL Notes

Prepared by Alice E. Fite,.Execun;l.Je Director, AASL, and Ruth E. Feéthers, Program
Officer, AASL e i ’

Comimittee Announces .

Choate Rosemary Hall, Wallingford, Connecticut.
Director, Region 1V: EDNA LOUISE

School

Director, Region VII; ELIZABET

1982 AASL and ALA,,
Ballots Due ta be Mailed

*

by the End of April

L.
3
5

All AASL-personal members who have paid their 1982 mem-
bership dues by March 31 of this year should receive a ballot for ©
the 1982 election by mid-May. Baltots will be mailed third-

;  class from ALA belinning April 10. The deadline for the re-
turn of balflots is June 18. It is important that all AASL members vote for the AASL officersas’
well a5 the ALA councilors. The election results are to be distributed by June 24. NOTE: I you |
have not received a ballot by May 30, please call the ALA Hotline (312) 944-2117, ’

AASL Nominating

1982-83
Nominees

. for offices to be filled:
Vice-President (President-Elect): GLENN E. ESTES, Professor, Graduate Schoal of Li-
‘brary Science, University of Tennessee, Knoxville; JUDITH M. KING, Librarian, Montgom- -
ery Blair High School, Silver Spring, Maryland. : Co
Recording Secretary: WINIFRED E. DUNCAN, Division of Librarianship, Chicago (Illi-
nois) Public Schools; ELIZABETH ANN MARTIN, Associate Professor, Department of Li- -
brary Science, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Jowa. ’ - o
. Director, Hegion I: EDNA M. BAYLISS, Media Specialist, Marancook Community’
Schools, Readfield, Maine; PAULINE H. ANDERSON, Director, Andrew Mellon Library,

DIAL,

4
Coordinator of Library Services, Unified

The AASL Board of Directors accepted the reportof the AASL

MNominating Committee presented at the ALA Midwinter: -
Meeting. Marie V. Haley served as chairperson of the commit-. :
tee. The following names will be presented to the membership,

District #260, Derby, Kansas; JILL M. SEINOLA, Librarian, Valley City State
College, Valley City, North Dakota. L :

H B. DAY, Coordinator of Library Services, Santa:

Barbara (California) County Schools; PATSY M. 1ZUMO, Director, Multimedia Service®

Branch, Hawaii Department of Education..
AASL Division Councilor: PATRICIA

POND, Associate Dean, School of Library and:

Information Sciences, University of Pittsburgh; Pittsburgh, Penmsylvania; JOAN E. GRIF-;

FIS, Media Coordinator, Porttand (Oregon) Public Schools.
p g :

CHAMPLIN, Media Specialist, Omaha (Nebraska) Public Schools: MARY 5. DALBOTTEN, -
. Specialist, Educational Media, State Department of Education, St. Paul, Minnesota. :
Recording Secretary: BARBARA P. CARROON, Media Supervisor, Hinds County Public
Schools, Raymond, Mississippi, CHRISTINA C. YOUNG, Washingten, D.C.

land; STEPHEN L, MATT
Recording Secretary: B.D

Announces Nominees

Anngunces Nominees

-

Supervisors Section  The AASL SﬁperviSOrs Sectiort will ‘submit the following:

names to its members for offices to be filled:

Vice-Chairpersori {Chairperson-Elect): CONSTANCE! ]

Non-Public  The ASSL Non-Public Schools Section will submit the follow-:

ing names to its members for offices to be filled: ‘
Vicé-Chairperson (Chairperson-Elect}: JO ANN G. DAVI- ¢

SON, Librarian, Gilman School Library, Baltimore, Mary::

HEWS, Foxcroft School, Middleburg, Virginia, -

IANE DAYTON, Head Librarian, Westminster Schools Carlyte, - °

Schools Section

Spring 1982 ‘
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AASL Brunckand  The AASL Brunch and Honors Program will be held on Mon-

Hanors Program  day, July 12, 1982, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The program

: will include a notable speaker and the presentation of the Pres-

ident's Award, the AASL Distinguished Library Service Award for School Administrators,
and the 1982 Schoo} Library Media Program of the Year Award,

"Tickets are $16; by advarice reservation not later than June I; no refunds after June'15. Send

_ check or money order, payable to American Library Association, to AASL Awards Brunch, 50

¥.. Huren St., Chicago, IL 60611.

“Glad to Media™  Due to the overwhelming rasponse of AASL members to the
T.Shirtsand Totes  Presidential Hotline riotice concerning “Glad to Media” T~
shirts and tote bags, the AASL stock of “Glad to Media™ tote
bags has been depleted. There are no immediate plans for reissuing the tote bag.
*Cilad to.Media™ T-shirts are still available in adult sizes. The T-shiris are made of cotton/
. polyester and depict "Glad to Media” people on 2 yellow, blue, and arange rainbow, which
streams {rom an AASL pot of gold. Adult sizessmall (34-36), medium (38-40, large (42-44),
and extra large (46-48) are available for $5 each from AASL, 50 E. Huron St., Chiecago, 1L
60611. All orders under $10 must bé prepaid. -
k ) .

-
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 LOCALLY BASED
RESEARCH AND
THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
" MEDIA SPECIALIST

Guidelines and procedures to use in developing
local research projects.

T

RICHARD M. ENGLERT

. B
Most schagl library media specialists shy  sure, many research studies devoted to highly
away from research. In their eves, thereis a  theoretical subjects. However, much re-

L

-

myvthology that the world of research is far
.removed. Research is for those few who are
. initiated into its arcane symbelismy while
-pragtitioners are on thelt own to muddle

through the real world of scat-of-the-pants”

‘experience., Two myths have contributed to
thisidistarted ifnpression.

The first mythis that selentists exclusively
can engage in research. While it is true that
only.experts can conduct certain types of spe-
cialized research, it is far more common that,

. as"Einistein once said, “scientific research is

-nothing more than a refinement of everyday
thinking.” Its etymology indicates that “re-
_search” is,simply an attempt to-seck sdme-
thing out. As one writer put it, research has
only two essential elements: hard thinking
"and cereful data gathering.! Thus, when
_ . ‘anjone tries to discover something hy means
- of thoughtful analysis and systematic fact
finding, that person is conducting research.

A second myth is that research has little to
_do with everyday preblems. There are, 1o be
. Biehard M. Englért is a member of the faculty of

the.Collesws of Edueation, Temple University., Fhil-
_adelphia, ! . )
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search is also directed at solving existing
problers. As a matter of fact, Lewin was of
the opifiion that social problems could only
besolved by a blending of research, personnel
training, and action.! Moréover, some re-
searchers have proposed such approaches as
action research,® humanistic research,* and
policy research® as ways to solve social prob-
lems. When hard thinking and careful data
gathering are agplied to concrete situatjons,
research is being used in a practical fashion.
A source of these two myths has been a
mistaken. notion that “research” is symony-
maus with lahoratory experimentation. To
avoid this misconception, Cronbach substi-
tuted the term disciplined inquiry.® By thishe
meant 2 combination of careful chservation
and syslematic reasoning with the highest re-
gard for objectivity and the accumulation of
evidence. In Cronbach's view there are three
kinds of disciplined inquiry; eonclusign-
oriented investigations, decision-oriended in-
vestigations, and social accounting. The first
is more theoretical and is directed at rela-
tively abstract theorizing and understanding
of the phenomena under study. The second,
decision-oriented inquiry, is more practical,

School Library Media Quarterly

Continued from page 240

Viewed by Media Specialists and Compared
to Students in Southwestern Michigan Sce-
ondary Schaols™ (Ed.D, dissertation. West-
ern Michizan Univ., 1975),

138. Kaiser J. Moll, "Chiidren's Access o Infor-
mation in Print: An Analysis of the Vocabu-
lary (Reading) Levels of Subjeet Headings
and Their Application te Children’s Books™
(Pl.D). dissertation, Rutgers Univ., 19753).

139. Marilyn R. Flachman. A Study ol Student
Use of the Catalog in High Sehool Library
Medig Centers (Grades 10-12)" (Ed.D. dis-
sertation, Univ. of Colorado, 1978,

140, Jurry | Watson. A Study of Adelts” Beae-
tionsto Conlemporary Junior Novels Reflect-
ing Adolescents’ Intefest in Beading About
Aspeels of Peer and Non-Peer Relationships™

} {Ph.I3. dissertation. Michigan State Univ..
18474).
F41. Michael . Pope. “A Comparative Study of

the Opinions of School. College, and Public
Librarians, concerning Certain Categaries of
Sexuully Orieated Literatere” (Ph.D. disser-
tation, Rutgers Univ,, 19735

142, Lemuel B. Woods, “Coensurship Tovelving
Educatinnal Institutions in the United States,
1966-75" {Ph.D). dissertation.  Univ. of
Togas. 1977).

143, Myrna M, Bamp., “Censorship Practiced by
ftivh Schoot Librurians Prior to (Actual}
Hook Sclection” (Ph.DD. dissertation., Kansas
State Univ., 1080).

144, Virginia L. Glover, "Censorship in fndinna
Public Sccondary Schnob Media Centers,
1019757 (PhoD. dissertation.  Purdoe
Univ., 1975). £

145. Keith Torke, “Sex Education Books, Censor-
ship. and Colorado High Schoot Librarics: A
Survey™ {Ed.D. dissertation, Univ. of North-
ern Colarades, 1973).

W6, Bollin G, Douma. “Book Svlection Policies,
Book Complaint Policies and Censorship in
Selected Michigan Public Hivh Schools™
(PhD. dwsertation, Univ. of Michigan,
1473). !

147, Carolyn M. Peterson. ™A Study of Censazship
Alfeeting the Secondary Sehool English Lit-
erature Teachers, 1968~ 19747 (Ed D disser-
tation, Femple Univ., 1076).

[48. Patricia 7. Beilke, ~A Study of Actuisition

: iﬂd Usage of Instenetional Media by Teach-
grs in Selected  Michigan " Public High
Sehguls™ (Ed. 1. dissertation, Western Micli-
gan Univ.. 1974}

149, Vira . Hinds, “The Utlization of Lilirary
Resonrees by Teachers in Ten Inner-City

Spring 1982

It aims to provide # decision maker with ia-
formation in a particular situation. The
third, social accounting, is simply the routine
collection of data that might eventually be <
useful for some purpose. Inshort, Cronbach’s
idea of disciplined inquiry (or research) is
that some studies can be theoretical and oth-
ers immediately practical. Thus, he deflates
the two myths about research.

LOCALLY BASED RESEARCH

School library media speciatists make deci-
sions daily involving the choice of appropri-
ate media, the evaluation of particular prod-
ucts, and the improvement of service
delivery. All these decisions need to be made
withi? a certaiti set of circumstances. To
make{such decisions, schibol library media
speciq&ists normally depend vpon knowledge
derived from personal experience, common
sense, thoughtful speculation, casaal analy-
sis, and the opinion of authorities. Each of
these is an important source of information,
yet there is one more source that is commonly
overlooked, namely, research.

School library media specialists can en-
hance their decision making by means of re-
search. They can consult the research studies -
of offiers on similar issues. While this is a
vatuable undertaking, other studies are not
always applicable to a particular school.
However, school library media specialists

" can also conduct their own research studies

aimed at gathering date and drawing conclu-
sions that are immediately applicable to the
decisions being made. When school library
media specialists do this, they are engaged in
iocally based research.

Locally based research is nermally a type
of either decision-oriented inquiry or social
accounting, as defined by Cronbach. The
aim of locally based research is to provide a
practitioner (i.e.. the school library media
speciatist) the information needed to make 2
decision, Locally based research, particu-
larly useful, hasthe following characteristics:

1. It addresses real problems confronting

the decision gnaker. This is so simply
because the practitioner huas controd -
over the choice of the focus of the re-
search, No “ivory tower” researcher
can concoct a theoretical study unre-
lated to actual concerns. Rather, the fo-
cus is pointedly on an existing problem
needing to be resolved.,

2. It i sifuation specific.: The decision
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maker is concerned less directly with
how the problem isaffecting other lo-
calities and more directly with what is
cceurring in an immediate setting:
Many times problems emerge that are
unigue to a given situation. Locally
based research takes this uniqueness
inte account and attempts to develop
usable eonclusions. :

a

3. Itspurpose is to ameliorate a particular

situation. Improvement, not mere un-
derstanding, is the ultimate goal. Lo-
cally based research is almost always
change-oriented,

4. Ttinvolves either the school library me-

dia specialist alone or in collabosgtion
with an outside researcher. 1f expertise
is needed, it is brought in. But the prac- -
titioner is always involved. In this way,
the practitioner’s interests are repre-
sented. Furthermore, because of this
active involvement, the practitioner
develops greater personal skills in con-
ducting locally based research studies.

5. It is systematic. Care is taken that the

study is adequately designed, that any
instruments used are precise and appro-
priate, that data are gathered in a me-
thodical fashion, and that proper anal-

a

yses are careied out. The practitioner
knows the established methods-or else
will tap the necessary resources to en-
sure that objectivity and orderlinessare
maintained. ’ :

. Tt usually involves intact groups or little

randomizatior: Most Frequently, the
practitioner cannot upset an entire
school’s schedule in order to select stu-

. dents at random for-an experimental

study. Usually, existing groups of stu-
dents in regular classrooms must be
used in locally based research. Al-
though randomization should be used
whenever possible, regular classrooms
or intact groups can be used imagina-
tively in quality stugi&sﬁ

. It normally produces results that are

not generalizuble®eyond the local set-
ting. If a study is tp have generalizabil-
ity, it usually should have complete
randomization of subjects and a com-
parablecontrol group. Yet both of these
research technigues are ofteni missing in
real settings. At best, miost researchers
in jocal settings can manage only par-
tial randomization {because regular
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oovatly bused

.. . Locally based research is
selected by a competent ¢
practitioner who knows that it is the
most appropriate approachin a

" given situation.

" classrooms aré never trly random) and

a rough comparability of control and
treatment groups (because one class-
room is never truly comparabie to an-
other). Consequently, locally based re-
search results have significance for the
immediate setting in which they oc-
curred. Nevertheless, this does not usu-
ally present a major problem for the
practitioner, merely interested in mak-

~  ingdecisions about the immediate situ-

© ation.

8, It often must be completed in a rela-
tively short time period. Decisions fre-
quesntly cannot be postponed: there are
deadlines. The practitioner may well
need information from a research study

. before every possible hypothesisican be

(generated or tested. For this reasen. itis

teaportant that priority be placed upon

«  hunches. and only the most plausible

+ ones researched, It is also necessary to

recognize that ther practitioner wiil

never havé “all” the data for a decision.

In the end. the decision has to he made

an the hasis of the data available. Lo-

cally based research is an important

tuot for providing the derision maker

awith available information within rela-
-tively short periods of time, = T

Locally based research is simply the appli-

cation of accepted rules of scientific method
te 1 concrete situation, The personal involve-

- ment of the practitipner ensures that the real-
* problems are being addressed. In theend, the

practitioner is able to gendrate usable knowl-
edge upon which t¢ base decisions and poli-
cles, -

o Tt would also be appropriate at this time to
indicate what locally based research is nod. It
is nint an exeuse for poorly constructed re-
search. Nor is it a rationalization for those
who have not developed the busic compe-
tenct in research methodelogy needed to en-
gayre in amy disciplined inquiry. Rather, lo-
rescarch i selected by a

AR

meaning.*” Eventually, a number of possible
solutions are identified. o

Step Three: Narroswing the Range of Possi-
Bilities. The researcher logically analyzes the
potential solutions by comparing them with
each other, determining which have similar
canses or effects, identifying#thase with the

-greatest policy impact; and astablishing pri-

arities among them. The aim at this stage is to
narrow the range of potential solutions. For a
study that is entirely exploratory in ‘nature,
this may be the end of the research process.
Step Four: Formulating Specific Questions
ar Hypatheses. The researcher constructs ei-
ther specific hypotheses to be tested. or re-
search questions ta be answered. To do this,
the foeus of the problem hasto be narrow and
researchable. Variables have to he labeled
and-terms given very precise definitions. Op-
erational, i.e., measurable, definitions need

“to be developed.® A hypothesis is nothing

mdre than a caleulated guess about what will

- happen il certain conditions are set up. For

.example, a school Ybrary media specialist

may believe that TV instruction motivates
students better than a programmed math
text. The hypothesis might be: “If my belief is
coprect, then | should be able to observe that
group A does better than group B when both
graups are given the same written test after
group A has had TV instruction in math and
group B has learned math by means of a pro-
grammed text.” A'statement such as'this can
be tested by a verifidation study.

Dften no Rypotheses are formulated; in-
stead, the researcher poses,research gues-
tions. This is the case when the reséarcher has
no caiculated guess beforchand or simply

_ wants to gather data. For example, 2 school

" library media specialist interested in gauging

teachers’ reactions to vasious kinds of tearn-
ing materials may set forth the research ques-
tion, “Which of a given set of Waterisls are
preferred by eachers for children with learn--
ing disabilities?” A study that answers this
question may generate ideas which can be
tested as hypgtheses i later studies. .
Step Fice: Designing a Research Plan. The -
researcher designs a research plan to test the
hypatheses, ‘A locally based: research study
may employ one of the following types of re-
search: surveys, case  studies, ‘or quasi-
experimontal studies. A survey study gathers
data [rom a relatively large number of indi-
viduals at more or less the same time. For
example, & school library media specialist
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competent practitioner who knows that it is
the most appropriate approach in a given sit-
uation. iFt should be well designed and dili-
gently garrfed out with atteption to detail,
logic. and the accepted canons of research
methodology. Anything less is not research.

PHASES OF
LOCALLY BASED KESEARCH

All research, including locally based re-

search, hastwo general phases: discovery and-

verifieation.* During the [irst phase, the re-
searcher explores the phenomena under study
in ordet to generate hunches, For example, a
school library media speciatist may have no-
ticed that a number of materials are missing
from a'school's collection and wants to find
out why. During the discovery phase, the
purpose is to sift through the various possible
explanations to identify the most probable
ones thit can later be empirically tested. &

In this phase, a premium is placed upon
open-riindedness and incisive, divergent
thinking. Leads are [ollowed up, the experi-
ences of others reyiewed, and personal opin-
ions tapped. Brainstorming is prevalent, and
the researcher is flexible enough to madily
research plans as needed to explore the phe-
nomeni more fully. This phase is campleted
when the researcher has pinpeinted a small
number of explanations or sclutions. In the
case mentioned above, the school library me-
dia specialist may bave identified inadequate
record keeping and colleagues’ lack of knowl-
edge of media policies as prime explanations
for missing materials.

Whereas the discovery phase is relatively
wide-ranging and unstructured, the verifica-
tion: phase is more focused and structured. In
the former phase, the researcher is free to fol-

Jow ideas as they oceur. But verification in-
volves careful. methodical analysis according
to o set plan developedl in accordance with
conventional standards of research and schol-
arship, -

The probable suggestions generated by the
discovery phase are translated in the verifiea-
tion phase inte preeise hypotheses. A research
plan is devised to test them empirically. Al-
though the research plan in the discovery
phase is mezely a general guide to action that
can be modified te accommodate new in-
sights, the research design in the verification
phase is constructed meticulously and fol-
lowed elosely lest any deviation endangerthe
validity of the study. Convergent thinking is
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may use a guestionnaire to determine teach-
ers’ assessments of the zdequacy of a school's
serial holdings, A case study, on the other
hand, invoives the gathering of data from 2
small: nuraber of cases over an extended pe-
riod of time (usnalty a full evcle of an activity,
such as a teaching unit). For example, the
development of students’ library skills could
be studied by closely observing the behavior
of a féw students over an entire school year. A
quasi-experimental study is one in which the
researcher cap determine certain aspects of
the study (such as when the cbservation takes
place) but cannat exercise full control over
certain other aspects {such as who the subjects
of the study wili be). Generally, locally based
research does not employ true experimental
detigns because of the inberent limitations of
natural social settings. :

Decisions have to be made about the use of
a contrel group, sampling, data collection
methods, and data analysis procedures. All
activities have to be sequenced, and safe-
guards must be built in to ensure that un-
wantid occurrences do not jegpardize the
studs’s integrity. A time Hne must b con-
structed, and necessary permissions or com-
rmitments to participate need Lo be secured.
By means of a thorough plan, the researcher
attempts to anticipate events and exercise as
much control as possible over the conduct of
the study. The locally based researcher has as
potential resources a number of good refer-
ence works explaining in simple terms the
methods of surveys, case studies, and quasi-
experimental studies.'*

Step Six: Employing Data Collection Instru-
ments, Although ready-made instraments are

-available for use, often the researcher needs
" to comstruct data-gathering instruments such

asquestionnaires, intervies schedules, obser-
vation, recording devices, and tests.”? Each
instriment is appropriate for different pur-
posesi The locally based researcher who
wishes to gather factual information from a
variety of pérsons at the same time would use

& guestionnaire, One who was attempting to

measure individuals' attitudes or opinions
might choose an opinionnaire. An inkerpicw
schedule (i.e., a list of preestablished ques-
tions or statements) wouid be appropriate for
gathering in-depth data from a small group
of persons through personal interviews. Vari-
ous kinds of achievement, aptitude, voca-
tional, etc., tests may be necessary i the lo-
cally bused research intends to measure the
; .
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brought to bear upon the best ways to gather
and analyze data that either support or reject
the hyvpotheses in question. The researcher
constantly analvzes and reanalyzes every step
to make certain that uncontrollable elements
do not distort the findings.

To return to the exampie of the missing
materials, in the verification phase the prac-
titioney might test the hypothesis that lack of
kn()\};iédge about policies is responsible. This
could be done by means of a questionnaire to
all colleagues. In' discovery, the researcher

looks for patterns to emerge from the data

themselves; in verification, the researcher
judges the data according to preestablished
patterns. By means of verification research. a
researcher is able to say how confident he or
she is in the original hypotheses.
iscovery and verification are cyclical
phases that aceur continuously in research. A
researcher first discovers possible hy potheses,
then tests them rigorously, and then moves
again into a discovery phase that builds upon
the knowledge pained by the verification. As
the researcher proceeds through progressive
cyeles of discovery and vetification, he or she
“Jjearns more and more about the phenomena
-in qguestion, Thus locally based research, as
all research, is developmental in nature, with
new knowledge and information building
upon the old.

At the same time, however, it is obvious
that many schoot library media specialists are
principally decision makers. There is not the
luxury of an endless succession of studies.
Sometimes a specific study will only consist of
a single discovery phase and a single verifica-
tion phase. The needs of the decision maker
must determine the purpose of the study. The

1
Although the r%search plan in the
discovery phase is merely a general
guide to action that can be modified
to accommodate new insights, the
research design in the verification
phase is constructed meticu! usly
and followed closely lest any
deviation endanger the validity of
the study.
S
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ultimate purpose of locally based research is. X .

to produce the informaticn the decision
maker requires; therefore, the type of re-
search approach choser depends upon the
nature of the problem in question, the context!
of that problem, and the constraints upon the:
decision maker. )

STEPS OF
LOCALLY BASED ‘RESEARCH

Lecally based research projects must be.

constructed to fit their unique situations.

Stll, there are & number of steps a researcheri |

usually takes. The ones outlined below are
based on Dewev's stages in reflective think-
ng.?

school library media specialist recognizes ai
difficulty of some sort. Thiscan cocur in three
ways. Urgent problems confront the decision
maker, and action must be taken. In this case,
there is no'chaice but to react and find some
kind of sofution, Or, the decisionumaker. gen-
erally adopts a critical ofitlook in everything

and is zble to identify an emergent problem.

before it has become urgent. In this case, the
decision maker anticipates developments and
seeks a solution that will head off a major
problem. And third, the decision maker ac®
tively seeks out potential difficulties by con- 7

sciously evaluating the current. state of -

things. In this case, the decision maker not
only anticipates trends but brings them about
according to a definite plan. In all three of,
these cases, the decision maker uses a recog-
nized problem as a springboard to locally

Step One: Recognizing a Problem. The =

based research. Practically speaking, if an

angry mob is outside the decision maker's of-

fice demanding an immediate answer, there

is Jittle time for thorough research. But if the
decision maker anticipates the problem be-
fore anvone gets angry, there may be suffi-
cient opportunity to design a thorough re-

search project that can'Both generate possibie

solutions and test them. « L ;
Step Twe: Exploring the Problem. The
schoo! library media specialist explores the
nature cf the problem. A plan of exploration -
is developed, then continuously modified
along the way. The literature is reviewed to
see what others have found, People may be
interviewed or a survey of opinion may be
conducted. The situation may be carefully
observed and detailed notes taken. Data are
classified and reclassified in various ways to
try to determine emerging patterns and their
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The researcher must be satisfied
that an instrument is appropriate for
the purposes of the study, has
validity {that is, is 2 consistent
measuring device), and provides data
that can be analyzed in 2 meaningful
fashion. The importance of a
well-constructed instrument cannot
be overemphasized since the'entire
study depends upon the quality of

the data collecred. |
e

abilities or skills of individuals. And in the
case of the researcher. who wishes ta derive
oth®r kinds of data from settings as they natu-
rally occur, there are vafious observation re-
cording devices. )

The researcher must be satisfied that an
instrurnent is appropriate for the purpeses of
the study, has validity {that is, is a consistent
measuring device), and provides data that
can be analyzed in a meaningful fashion. The
tmportance of a-well-constructed instrument
cannet be overemphasized since the entire
study depends upon the quality of the data
collected. It is for this reason that the re-
searcher will often submit the instrument to a
panel of two or three experts before it is actu-
ally used. The experts can make constructive
suggestions regarding the quality of the in-

strurment. Often the instrument itself will be |

pilot-tested with a sample of individuals to

make sure the instrument is anderstandable

and to determine whether the data derived
From the instrument are meaningful. Almost
always an instrument must be revisedwseveral
times and retested before it is used in a study.

Step Seven: Collecting the Data. The re-
searcher collects the data in accordance with
the research plan. If gxperimental treatments

- are used, care’must be taken to ensure that

everyone participating in the experiment is
exposed to similar conditions. In the case of a
school library media specialist comparing the
effects of two different media approaciies,
the research tries to make sure that all partici-
pants in the study receive the sarme kinds of
instractions, procedures, etc., excep! for the
twa different media approaches. If assistants
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are used to help gather ofta, they must be
= ,

trained 5o that they all operatein a standard-

“zed manner. For example, if an achievernent

test is being used, each assistant should give

‘exactly the same instructions to students tak-
ing the test. To the extent possible, the re-
search plan should be follgwed as prescribed.

However, the nature of locally based re- L

search is that invariably the unpredictable

will oceur. 1f unexpected events {e.g.. a firg |
alarm or a disruptive student) do eccur that
threaten to influence the results of the study,
these events should be documented meticu-

louslyin writing so they can be analyzed later

for possible clues about their influence, In !

addition, the researcher must do ali that is
possibe to guarantee participants rights to
anonymity, privacy, and confidentiality dur-

ing the collection of data {and throughout the

entire study). .
Step Eight: Analysing the Data. The e

searcher analvzes the data in accerdance .
with the research plan, Different kinds of |
analyses are appropriate for different studies. :
Most locally based research studies do not use -
highly sophisticated statistiéal analyses, -
Thase that do are usually in-coilaboration. | -
iwith experienced Tesearchers or statisticians. |
Locaily based researchers often use such basic g
statistics as averages, percentages. frequen- |
cies, and percentile rauks to describe data in :
simple vet meaningful ways. Locally Gased: -
researchers afso sometimes use relatively un-
complicated analyses such as t-tests, chi- :
square, and correlation to analize data. ”
There are established procedures for most -

kinds of analysis performed by a researcher.®
These procedures should be used.in conjunc- -
tion with commbn sense and hard thinking in
order to analyze the data thoraughly. -

" Step Nine: Writinga Report. The researcher
compiles a written report not only of the
study's findings and conclusions but also of
the methods used in the research. The length
of the report will depend upon the situation
and the uses to be made of it. Often, a locally |
based researcher will simply keep a written
diary of research procedures, findings, etc.,

for parsonal use. However, a research report .

takes different forms for different purposes

If the intended mtdience for the report s &
groupof colleaguesor a supervisor; the report .

should he more formal than & diary. If the
report is for publication, then the report
should conform to the publisher’s standards.
Even if a school library media speciakist has
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condugted the research for personal decision-
making purposes and the report will never be
seen by anvone else, it still should be put in
writing. There are four main reasons for this,
First, a researcher might reexamine the study
later and discover a flaw overlooked at the
time of the investigation. Such a finding
might be useful in later decision-making situ-

.. ations. Second. research is cumiiative. Two
or three studies might be cofhpared to yield
valuable information for decision making.
Third, the report is visible evidence of success
in an undertaking. And finally, a written re-
port can be shared eventually with col-
leagues, if the researcher so desires.

An adequate formal report normally con-
tains many if not ail of the following ele-
ments:

. the purpose of the study
. a definition of terms
hypetheses or research questions
. research design
. datz collection procedures
. acopy of any instrument
. methods of analysis
. results of the study
» S.recommendations for other studies

RESOURCES FOR

B R N

. LOCALLY BASED RESEARCH

_ Aschoo} library media specialist should re-
alize that there are numercus resources avail-

. ‘dble for assistance in designing and careying
out an adequate project. Research and statis-
ticg éxperts are usuafly on the staffs of most
school districts, state and federal agencies,
prgféﬁiiona], associations, and institutions of
higher education. Most of these organizations
‘have a service function as part of their basic
misstons., Such experts are normally willing
to . provide technical asslstance, and some

_ fnay.be interested in collaborative research,

A second available resource can be found in |

professional literature. Some journals, e.g.,
the, School. Library Media Quarterly. have
regular research features. In-additibn, 4
number of books are devoted specificaliy to
research methodology. The books listed in
- thisarticle’s réferences are a starting point for
schoo! library media specialists isterested in
learning more about research. Formal course
work in universities and in-service centers is
anather resgurce available, ds are workshops
and sessions associated with professional can-
, ferences and annual meetings of professional
organizatiens. [n the final analsysis, however,
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the most useful resources are personal ones:
the library media specialist’s own abilities to
think and to be disciplined and creative in
carrving out research, as well as the firsthand
experience that comes from attempting lo-
cally based research. There is no substitute
for practice.

BENEFITS OF
LOCALLY BASED RESEARCH

Thrte benelits accrue to the school library
media specialist who directly participates in
locally: based research. First, such research
ean bé a source of information for making
decisions about educational media.” Locally
based pesearch can provide data relevant to
practical problems in a concrete setting. The
research can be designed specificaily to an-
swer cyrtain questions posed by the decision
maker;

Secend, locally based research can contrib-
ute to the personal development of the school
library media specialists who engage in it.
Not only are research skills developed by
practice, but so are attitudes and habits of
critical thinking, creativity, and disciplined
inquiry. These by-products have become for
many researchers the primary arguments in
favor of locally based research.

Finally, locally based research can con-
tributeto the overall development of the field
of educational media. Much of library media
practide greatly depends upon the unique
characeristics of the media users and the im-

- mediate settings of use, Consequently, only

by numerous smail-scale projects in diverse
circumstances can research truly contribute
to an anderstanding of educational media.
The wirds of Corey almost thirty years ago
are stil' relevant to educators in general and
to school library media specialists in particu-
lar:

o
1 have jost much of the faith T unce had in the
consequences of asking anly the professional educa-
tional investigator (o stady the schonls and to ree-
ommend what they shoald do. . . . Most of the
study of what should go and what should be added
must be done in thousands of classrgoms and Amer-
ican communities. hese studies must be under-
taken by those whé have to change the way they do
things as a result of the studies. Qur schools cunnot
keep .up with thelife they are supposed to sustain
and improve unless teachers, pupils, supervisors.
administrators, and school patrons continuonsly
examing what they are deing. Singly and in groups,
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A look at the major channels of
communications in education.
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they must use their imaginations creatively and

constructively to identify the practices that must be .
changed ta meet the needs and demands of modern

life, eouragecusly try out those practices that give
better promise, and methodically andisystemati-
cally gather evidence to test their worth('
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. Schutz uses the terms “context of discovery™

o

and “eontext of evaluation™: Tesch speaks of |

“nuturalistic” research and “conventional re-
search™; und numerous authors make a distine-
tion between exploratory studies and verifies-
tion studies. See William Schutz, “An Ountline
of BResgarch Design™ {unpublished). Also see
Renata Teseh, Phenamenglogical and Trans-
formation Rescarei; What They Are and How
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_ Few would arguve that the ultimale aim of
edugatiGnal research is to create new knowl-
edgein order to improve educations) pract

" tice, I this is jndeed the case. then there is a
- need to clarify how that information is gener-

ated and disseminated it a timely manner to
educational practitioners in the field. Since
the sehool librazy media specialist acts as an

.information. liaison persen at the building
léve}, there is a particular need for library

media specialists to understand the commun-
ication and dissemination processes that cur-
rently exist within their sehools 4nd the field
of education. - 4

In schools. hoth formaland informal com-

. munication lake place every dayi Tn fact,

rrany library media specialists engape in

. communication and dissermination’ activities

with their Tagidty and students without ever
fully understanding or appreciating their
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own role in the process. Familiarity with
some of the more common modes of disserni-
nation.is clearly one of the responsibilities of
school library media specialists that can
greatly .enhance their educational effective-
ness, The process of dissemination is suffi-
ciently complicated to preclude exhaustive
treatment here, The intent, therefore, is to

“present a brief summary of the various points

of view regarding the dissemination process
and to point out representative examples of
bath formal and informal structures that ex-
isk.

BACKGROUND

In the past two decades, a variety of ap-
preacheshave been proposed to improve the
research dissemination process. Some of these
have resulted in the establishment of formal
struetures for organizing and disseminating
the results of basic and developmental re-
search,' The majority of these formal strue-
tures are based pn the assumption that bring-
ing educational researchers and practitioners
together will inevitably improve educational
practice.! While one might expect such as-
sumptions to be noncontroversial, there is, in
fact. & considerable amount of literatufe ar-
gning for and against formal stroctures for
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the dissemination of research findings. Some
authors argue that a systematic approach to
dissemination is not a juniversal panacea.®
Those who favor clearly defined mecha-
nisms, such as informatien networks and
elearinghouses, however, feel specific struc-
tures are essential to successful dissernination.

When these two seerningly contradictory
positions are analyzed .in more detail, one
finds that the first approach attempts to ex-
aririne the various dissemination mechanisms
that exist and how they might be improved.
Thesecond considers dissernination as part of
a more global knowledge transfer process
that can solve informational needs orly un-
der certain specified circumstances.

The former can be considered a structural-
ist approach and looks to formal channels of
dissemination to effectively deliver informa-
tion: to the field. Proponents of this approach
view, dissemination as an inadequately devel-
oped system for bringing the producers of re-
search together with the ultimate users—
practicing elassroom educators. Followers of
this point of view feel that it is possible to
idergjfy and describe the various types of dis-
semiffition networks that have been created
and to make recommendations for their im-
provement. Examples of such an approach
would include the formal structures estab-
lished by educational asscciations, subject
matter-oriented groups, and the nationwide
dissemination netwerks that have been cre-
ated to cover a broad range of academic sub-
jects and pedagogical research. Among the
remedies that have been offered to improve
the fupetioning of these existing networks
are: (1) More practitioner input for the set-
ting of priorities for educational research,
and (2) more effective communication
among the networks already established.®

The latter approach to dissemination has
its roots in the knowledge transfer process
and takes quite a gifferent conceptual ap-
proach to the preblem by questioning
whether or not formal dissemination is pro-
ductive or counterproduetive. Proponents of
this approach attempt to determine if “the
intorests of scnders {researchers) necessarily
coincide with those of receivers {practition-
ers).”™ If dissemination. is viewed only as a
means to make more data available, then
such activity can be said to be “simultane-
ously suceessful and superflupns—there are
already tao many data.”™ Inother words, dis-
semination, in this conceptual moded, is con-
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There s, in fact, a considerable
amount of literature arguing for and
against formal structures for the

dissemination of research findings.
A

ceived of in the following linkage process: {1);
polioy-relevant information can be- traced
from is reception (reading and digesting swhat
has been received), through {2) making the
effort to use what has beepyrecommended
{seeing the results in policy outcorfes with
golicy then becoming practice), and (3} the
resulting practice yielding tangible benefits.
Such an approach raises doubts about the
worth of active dissemination efforts, partic-
ularly if one realizes that many policymakers
obtain information from their informal con-
tacts {e.g., exchanges with peers at social and
professional meetings). Some would even
question the assuraption that policymakers
want knowledge but cannot get it. Perhaps
policymakers receive toe much information
to absorb or utilize effectively.

Following this conceptual approach, a re-’
lated problem exists: those best able to use
research results, due to the large size of their
staff. are least in need of the information
since they are capable of getting it on their

own; while those who have the most trouble -

getting research results are also the least ¢a-
pable of using it.* This conceptual madel does
offer, however, basic linkage strategies that
couldbe substituted when natural dissemina-
tion fails. We can “move information” by es-
tablishing exchanges that match the informa-
tion meeds of polievmakers. These links
atregdy exist in the form cf'infermation clear:
2ng?0uses, newsletéers, ete. Secondly, wecan
“move people,” either the policymakers whe
need knowledge to platts-where it exists, of
weeould “lend” these people the staff of other
knowledgeuble policymakers or researchers
wha would bring them the needed knowl-
edge.” Following this line of reasoning. ad-
vice offered to potential policymakers and in-
vestors in knowledge dissernination might
include the following: (1) continue active
support [or the passive activities of inferma-
tion exchafges that already exist: {2) consider
new approsches for reaching needy policy-
makérs:. (35 help natural dissemination by
focusing on emerging policy issues: and (4)




stop wasting mopey on dissemination if the
real problem is lack of policy knowledge.*

ORGANIZED EFFORTS:
NETWORKS AND INFORMATION
CLEARINGHOUSES

The ultimate focus on disseminaticn ef-
forts is. of course. to improve ﬁducationai ef-
fectiveness. The federal government has en-
couraged this through the funding and
development of avariety of networks and in-
formation clearinghouse operations.” Two of
the major dissemination networks and the
primary information clearinghouse for edu-
cation are: {1) the National Diffusion Net-
work (NDN): (2) the Research and Develop-
ment Exchange (RDx): and {3) the in-
formation clearinghouse operation known as
ERIC. )

National Diffusion Network (NDNI Fol-
lowing the structuralist appreach, the Na-

_ tional Diffusion Network was designed to
help local scheol districts adopt innovative
_educational programs that have been vali-
dated by the U.S. Department of Education’s
Joint Dissemination Review Panel (JORP}.
Established in 1974, the NDN has developed
a comprehensive delivery system that is com-
posed of two major types of programs. The

first of  these focuses on Deceloper/

Demansirator Projects, which were origi-
" nally developed by local sehools or sehool dis-
tricts. According to the Couneil for
Educational Development and Research.,
- mareithan -280 exemplary programs have
been judged - worthy of national dissemina-
tion: and of these. 114 have been designated
as “Developerf)dé’mnnstr:imr" projects enti-
. ting them to receive funds to encourage

adoption at other sites.* Projects included in |

this category range from teacher-developed

curriculum materials to demonstrations-of

0w teachers can better manage their class-
roons and make better use of commergially
producedinstructional materials? :
Part of the accéptance and suceess enjoyed
by these projects is that they were developed

- ) N M M .

'The National Diffusion Network
was designed to help local school
(districts adopt innovative

. educational programs.
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lectually appealing and credible. is not the
only model found in the RDx. Some ex-
changes tend te -be more topical and may
even develop “menus” of options en particu-
lar topics of current interest to educators.
Information Clearinghouses. Information
clearinghouses are anothgr “tal link in the
dissemination process; they respord tosearch
requests with lists of resources that might
contain answers to clients’ guestions. In es-

" sence, the information clearinghouse func-

tionsin at least four ways: (1) it builds a data-
base of information or a collection of
materials in defined subject areas; {2) it ana-
}yzes and synthesizes highly specialized infor-
mation; (3} it disseminates new developments
including findings of federally funded re-
search to selected audiences; and (4) it de-
velops and commissions information prod-
ucts in its specialty area.'?

" . The information in a clearinghouse may
include databases of bibliographic citations,

* abstracts of journal articles, reports of re-

_search, and other materials that the clearing-
house has judged within its subject scope. Us-
ers can gain accdss to subject bibliographies
that have been prepared and deposited in the
clearinghouse or search the database for cita-
‘tions to relévant research reports or journal -

. articles. In'many instances, the information
- in the clearingheuse coliection comes from

a"ct'{v?: soliitation of people and programs
deefned pertinent to the clearinghouse’s sub:
jectdrea. - o

Informatioh analysis and the synthesizing
of subject-relevant information for special

~ audiences carl take many forms, ranging

from informal current awareness bulletins to
state-of-the-art reports, reviews of research,
biblicgraphies. directories, and catalogs.,
Qutreach “and dissemination ifvolves re-
sponding to perceived needs of usersfrom the
field by answering questions or condifeting
specialized searches for qualified clients or
prifmary wier groups. Another response. o

" perceived needs may bethe commissioning
-7 and develppment of original information
-, prodycts that may or ‘may not he based on

information in the clearinghouse,
Perbaps the best Known example of an in-
furmation elearinghouse devoted to educa-
. tion is the nationwide network for dissemina-
tion of educational information known as
ERIC (the Edugational Resuurces Informa-
tion Center). Although the major atea cov-
cred by ERIC is described as “education.”
this terrn s used in #ts broadest sense 1o in-

258

by classraom teachers working with students
in situations appropriate for the learning ob-
sectives and grade level. For example, Project
MARQC in Crawfordvilie, Florida, has devel-
oped a- multisensory approach to reading
readiness for grades K-1. Another project
called “Metrics Made Easy” has been devel-
aped by the Ocean View School District in
Huntington Beach, California, for grades
1-8. :
These and other projects are made avail-
able ta schools wishing to resolve similar

prohlems or to encourage instroctional im- .

provements by adopting successful pro-
grams. Inorder to foster such sharing, each of
the projects accepted for inclusion in the
NDN receive developrnent funds for up to ten
vears and can be of great assistance to any
school interested in adopting the project.

The second majér type of program that has
been developed to support such endeavors in
the NDN State Facilitator Program. Agencies
or knowledgeable persons engage in the dis-
semiination of exemplary programs within
their réspective states. Schools that wish to
solve local educational problems that can be
solved by adopting or adapting an NDN pro-
gram may request technical assistance from
their nearest NDN-State Facilitator. In addi-
tion to providing funds for the State Facilita-
tors to assist teachers and administrators in
choosing the mast appropriate exemplary
program for their local needs; the NDN also
provides financial assistance to help defray
some of the costs of training, on-site visits,
and implementation eosts for installing one
or more of the developer/demonstrator proj-
ects.

Thanks to the efforts of creative elemen-
tarv through college teachers. numerous
projects have been funded and successfully
disseminated. While some were the result of
applying research findings, many came
ahout because a teacher could rot find a solu-
tion to a problem but had an idea worth try-
iﬂg,ll B .

Althgugh theré js every indication of con-
tinued funding for the NDN, the future is not
so bright for certain types of categorical pro-

: grams.;‘Fnr example, ESEA Title IV-C is to
end Septemmber 30, 1982, but certain states
such as Pennsyivania have elected to continue
to recognize exemplary programs in loeal dis-
tricts.

Researeh  and  Deeelopment  Exchange
{RDx). Tn 1976 the Natiorial Institute of Edu-
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clude ¢areer education, ‘counseling and per-
sonnel jervices, urban education, early child-
hood éducation, educational management,
handicapped and gifted children, higher ed-
ucatiop, information resources, junior col-
leges, languages and linguistics, reading and
comminication skills, rural - edacation,
scieneé/ mathematicsfenvironment,  social
sciencs, teacher edueation, and test/mea-
surement/evaluation, ERIC's primary objec-
tives include: providing access to English-
language" literature relevant to_education:
generating new information products on pri-
arity topics for purposes of review, summa-
rizing and interpretation: and spreading in-
formation on education develppments and
research findings for educational planning.
Althosigh most major federal information
agencies are based on the concept of a cen-
tralizeid information facility with staff work-
ing under one roof, so to speak, this model
was nét the one applied to ERIC. A decen-
tralized structure of American education was
adopted. Clearinghouses focusing on major
educational topies were designated in differ-
ent geographic locations to acquire docu-
ments and engage in dissemination activities.
The ERIC system is particularly pertinent
to schéiel media persennel since many studies
relating to school library operations are in-
cluded in the database and can be accessed
using two ERIC publications: Current Index
to Jaurnals in Education (CIJE} and Re-
setirees in Edueation (RIE). Library media
specialists will find research reports, evalua-
tion studies, curriculum guides, bibliogra-
phies, pamphlets, journal articles, and other -
“fugitive” material in the ERIC database.
‘Fhe clearinghouse responsible for collecting
and disseminating data on studies with par-
tieular relevance to the use of information
respurees s currently located at Syracuse
University, .

UTILIZATION OF .
FORMAL AND INFORMAL
COMMUNICATION CHANNELS

Aspinted nut earlier, dissemination of re-
searchioceurs through both formal and infor-
mal channels. The information networks and
clearidghouses discussed ahove arc examples
of such formal channels. Another obvious gx-
ample’is of course, publication. For the -
brary fnedia specialist School Library Medib
Quartéerdyis un example of such a formal pub-
lication channel, reporting research studies
that {oeus on current jssues and problems in
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cation (NLE) established a network of educa-
tional laboratories and university-based re-
search and development centers to address
the growing problems facing the nation’s
schools. It was generally agreed that al-
though an extensive B & D ({research-
development) base did exist, a more effective
use of research findings required heightened
familiarity--knowing what existed, where
the information was located, and how it
could be acquired or accessed, The Research
and Development Exchange was established
to maximize the use of existing resources for
school improvement by: (1) providing infor-

mation, technical assistance, and/or training

for school improvement efforts; {(2) pramot-
ing R & I outcomes that support schogl im-
provement efforts through. the development
of a quality knowledge base; (3} promoting
coordination of peaple already in place; and
(4) increasing shared understanding arid use
about client needs to influence future R & D
efforts (i.e., provide a structure for feed-
back).

In attempting to describe the REx it is im-
portant to keep in mind the underlying prin-
ciples that govern its operations. Primary to
these operations is a helief that:educational
practiceis by its nature diverse and changing;
theflgfore specific client needs must define
strat®ies and solutions to droblems. Further,
the efforts of change are seen asdevelopmen.
4al, changing as need in the field changes,
and respoensive to current priorities as they
evolvk,

In practice, members of the exchange offer

service to their regions in different ways.
Some concentrate on technical assistance to
staff of staie education agencies that are re-
sponsible for dissemination and school im-
provement, Others cenduct regional and

state workshops on pertinent topics, such ag,

the use of information systems; or school im-
provement strategies. Other forms of service
may be identifying and preparing synthescs
of eurrent research in priority areas. In addi-
tion, the RDxhas sponsored a quarterly pub-
lication called The Educational R & D Re-

port, which sumgnarizes the results of,

federally funded educational R & D. Mini-
lists have also been compiled under RDx
sponsorship on current educational topics,
and some members of the exchange have de-

veloped depasitories of R & D products that

can be loaned to clients upon request.
There is no single model te describe cach
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Typically, memberships in professional asso-
ciations entitle members and other sub-
scribers to receive research’ journals and
newsletters, A number of school districts also
have developed publications such as guides,
reports, and memoranda for transmitting re-
search findings and other useful information,

Identifving, collecting, and circulating ap-
propriate research publications can be con-
sidered ‘an important respemsibility of the

_.school library media, specialist. Numerous

and varied titles reporting research studies
exist in the field of education. The specialist’s
role is to identify pertinent ones and establish
a system that will disseminate these publica-
tions to loca! clientele. This means develop-
ing a list of appropriate titles, and then ac-
quiring and organizing these titles' for

circulation. In initiating such a sfstem, the -

following steps could be considered:

L. Prepare and circulate to teachers and
administration a preliminary anono-
tated list of key publications reporting
the results of educational research. A
good starting point would be a listing
similar to the one appended to this ar-

icle.

2. Ask teachers and adtf%nistramrs ta sug-
gest other titles that they feel are perti-
nent to your school’s or community’s in-
ferests. '

3. Find ont which titles-are cuzrently re-
ceived by personnel in your €hool and
whether or not they would allow the
‘school library media center to cireulate
personal copies after they have read
them. Many individuals might also be
willing to donate publications they re-
ceive through memberships in profes-
sional societies. Although there may be
sufficient funds to allow von to place
subseriptions for wanted titles, shrink-
ing budgets could be stretched by such
donations of useful journals.

This tvpe of activity would address one key

- problem in the gissemination process—

making local persons aware of relevant re-
search. Numerous journals exist in which in-
vestigators report the results of sophisticated
studies, as well as reseacch efforts at the local
level. Developing a system that allows the
library media center to acquire the technical
documentation and literature is one ap-
proach to the problem of dissenfipaticn.
FExamination of informal con
patterns can also help the disseminatio
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LA i . - . .
The Research and Dgvelopment
/Exchange was established to
maximize the use of existing

resources for schoaol improvement.

member of the exchange. Some members
have the tesponsibility to relate to many
states across vast areas. Others have more cir-
cumsecribed territorial limits. This geo
graphic diversity may be a governing factor
in the way a particular exchange bperates. In
one model, an advisory group composed of
representatives from each state comes lo-
gether and negotiates the pHarities to be ad-
dresied, Workshops and other programs are
developed based on content areas agreed
upon. An alternative madel, selected by ar-
other exchange, is based on a conscious deci- .
sion that limited resources make it impossible
For the exchange to reach out to indiviGual
schools and priority is given to needs identi-
fied at the state level. Once needs are known,
thisexchange staff concentrates on pulling to-
gether a knowledge base and providing tech-
nical assistants who work with state and local
educators. Together, they develop a process,
instruments, and an approach. This concept
of dissemination is based on the belief that a
knowledfe base grows and is disseminated
through influential change agents—people in
the field who can affect practice. The chal-
lenge to the disseminating agency, in this
model is to bring critical information to the
attention of those who are already in a posi- -
tion to effect local change. In this way, a nat-
ural, evolutionary shift may occur. Accord:
ing to the research director of one of the
exchanges, three eritical ingredients must be
present to offer districts a quality product and
disseminate the results of research so that the
prafitioner’s knowledge grows and practice
is affected. First, a quality knowledge base
must exist. Second, an ggency must be avail-
able to assist districts to examine this base;
and third, external agents must help districts
plan an approach toa problem.'* Such a com-
munication process assumes that well-trained
individualsarealready in place in the field "It
is these people that the linkers and technical
assistants from the exchange hope to identify
and work with. This model, although intel-
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providing library media services in schools,  cess. This informzal systenf'is a social one in

#vhich ideas and information are communi-

cated through interpersonal exchanges.
These individuals exchange ideas, both ver-
bally and in written commurications. Often
they attend the same meetings or conferences
and are constantly informed about changing
educational conditions and improved in-

structional strategies, This informal svstem :
operates for all professionals—from sesearch- -

ers to the administraters and cther butlding

level professionals who are responsible for in-

troducing change at the local level.
Understanding how the informal exchange

“of ideas occurs may offer school library media |
specialists clues to improving their programs
and bringing relevant information to their -
patrors, One key step is to identify lova in-
farmation gatekeepers, i.e., the smalf group |

of communication stars that exist within’

every organization. These people act as links

both within their organizations and among -

their organizations and relevant outside |

groups. In technical organizations the term

gaickeeper has been used to describe such in-
dividuals who are characterized by the fol-

lowing:

« They read mare journals as well as the o

mare sophistcated journals of their
field;

« They translate what they read for their

colleagues: .

» They maintain a broad range of per- | .
sonal contacts within and outside their : ;

organizations; and .
+ They act as advisers to colleagues."

Althosigh the library media specialist may be P

one of these informpation gatekeepers, other

gatekespers at the, building level shouid be -+

identified and tergeted for information dis-
semination efforts. These individuals should - |
be consulted in determining which formal i .

publications are te be'made a part of the/

sché®l collection and should have an active !

voice-in determining how the key publica- |

tiohs are to be routed. These patekeepers can-

keep & school medlia specialist in contact with !

important eventsin the field of education.

Although the future of media servides at’s
the local building level is not clear, there will .

surely be a larger and larger segment devoted
to information dissemination. As a potential:

linker in the informaticn disserndnation pro-
cess, it becomes essential for the building ;
level Eibrary media specialist to understand |
the basic structure of how educational re-- |
search is disseminated and how information -

259




2

Readers’
Queries

ALICE PHOEBE NAYLOR
Associate Editor

Query:

Did not the advent of the theorics of moral
education develop simultaneously with the
decline of morality among the young? I'mnot
suggesting a conneciion, bui 1 would like to
Enow what to do about discipline and van-
dalism in my library. Encugh is cnotgh.

Answer:

A search for a response to this thrice-asked
question began with a recent issue of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin alumni news. In an ar-
ticle by Professer Jon Moline, reprinted from

a periodical called Character' (ghe content of
. which is related to public and private policies

shaphg American youth), Moline.? a classi-
cist. Pecommends that we consider classical
views of morality in our séarch for sclutions.
He says, ". . . when we are trying to teach
students about moral issues—and much
teaching involves such matters—we are trou-
bied as to what tactic will insure they arrive
at ‘right’ answers. But the approach sug-
gested by Aristotlefeads us to take a different
tack. His prescription is: it is more important
that we teach out students to be judicious—
making allowance for their developmental
fimitations—than to be right. . .7

Plato is concerned with creating a vital
comrunity that would “surround students
withadults . . . who had learned worthwhile
things themselves.” Needless to say Plato also
provides definition of the behaviors consis-
tent with being “worthwhile.” .

Interestingly. both the premise of a vital
commumsty and off“worthwhile”™ adult role
models are promulgated by modern theorists.

Alice Phovhe Mavlor is Director of the Pepartment
ol Educptional Media; Librariznslip and dnstrucs
tional Technalogy. hieries or domnients shauld bre
senl to her at: Department of Educatinnal Media:
Librarianship and Instructionsl Technelogs Ap-
palachian Stute University. Boone. NC 28608,

Spring 1982

Current research seems to go not much be-
vond the words of Plato. ®oth political and
gbeial environments and adult and peer influ-

“ence on adolescents emerge as relevant in the

shaping of adolescents, and in overcoming
any antisocial behavior.

study of factors vital to overcoming drug
abdk, taday often believed to be a major
cause of violence and discipline problems,
points to interesting relationships between
“significant others” and adolescents. One
such study® of 1,045 New York City junior
high school students in 1976 resulted in “the -
recognition that we must cease regarding
drug use as reflecting primarily personality
and interpersonal problems.” The report of
this study lists the following significant fac-
tors that influence involvemgqt with drugs:

§. the greater tendeney to see his/her neighbor- -
& heod as tough™:

2. the more estecred people who are into drugs
and gang members are pereeived to be:

3. the greater the claimed participation in drug-
and street-culture out-of-school activities:
and . .

4. the less frequent the engagement in print-
mediafstay-at-home spare-time sctivities.!

These results strongly concur with the views!
of Plato that community standards provide
the ideals by which the vouny live; that es-
teemed. people are emulated; and involve-
ment with others {socialization} provides
strength to maintain ideals. In addition, this
study identified a fourth significant factor-—
the engagement with print media. How to
facilitate the connection between print me-
dia and students generally, let alone with -
those who have “problems,” is of daily con-
cern to Hbrarians and a topic'about whichour.-
profession needs to assume leadership and to
provide research. )

Fred Newmann, also of the University of
Wisconsin, writing about moral education in
the Harcard Educationel Review? also agrees
that labeling personality is not the only ave- -
nue for study in finding solutions to delin- .
quency. ~To gain a complete picture we need
to step bevond feelihgs,%) view hurman situa-
tions from more penersl perspectives that
portray systeros .of political-economic’ con-
trol, the organization of work, and patterns '
of affiliation.”

Newmann proposes guidelines for organi-
zational {school} action that contain the
following basic considerations: veluntary
choice: clear-and consistent goals; smai size
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